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CENTRE OF CANON LAW STUDIES (CCLS)

DIRECTOR: REV. DR MERLIN RENGITH AMBROSE

 �e Centre of Canon Law Studies at St Peter’s Ponti�cal Institute 
was established in response to a felt need in the Church of India and at the 
initiative of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) to prepare 
and form suitable candidates for specialised ministries and research in 
Canon Law. With due deliberation, the Conference requested St Peter’s 
Ponti�cal Institute to obtain the necessary permission for this purpose. 
�rough the President of the Conference, the Institute petitioned the then 
Congregation for Catholic Education (CCE), which considered an 
Institute of  higher learning in Canon Law as having vital importance for 
the Indian Church. Consequently, on 7 November 1988, the Congregation 
issued a Decree of canonical erection of the Centre of Canon Law Studies 
(CCLS) aggregating it to the Faculty of Canon Law at the Ponti�cal Urban 
University, Rome. �e Centre of Canon Law Studies is a national institute 
for the study and research of Canon Law for the promotion of ecclesiastical 
juridical disciplines under the guidance of the Magisterium and in the light 
of the mystery of the Church.

�e Centre has the following primary scienti�c and pastoral objectives:
 i) to promote the study, teaching and application of ecclesiastical 
  law according to the living tradition of the Church, taking into
  account the law’s continuing renewal and progress in the life of the
  Church;
 ii) for the ful�lment of various functions necessary to the life of the
  universal Church and particular churches;
 iii) to form necessary personnel who will serve in the diocesan curia,
  and ecclesiastical tribunals, especially in India and other Asian
  countries;
 iv) to train researchers, teachers, and practitioners of Canon Law as
  well as those holding ecclesiastical offices at institutes of higher
  learning, seminaries, and religious institutes;
 v) to promote collaboration and exchange among the various
  ecclesiastical tribunals in India and the Canon Law Society of
  India (CLSI).
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1. Courses and Eligibility
 �e Centre offers the following courses:
 i) Degree of Licentiate in Canon Law
  (�ree years)
 ii) Diploma in Canon Law
  (Biennial Studies: Two years – 60 credits)
 iii) Certi�cate Programme
  (One year or two years – 30 credits)

1.1. Licentiate in Canon Law (LCL) Degree Programme
 �e three-year (six semesters) LCL (Licentiate in Canon Law) 
degree programme aims at specialised juridical formation during which 
the entire Codex Iuris Canonici (CIC 1983) is studied in depth, along with 
other disciplines having affinity with it, and also in comparison with the 
Codex Canonum Ecclesiarum Orientalium (CCEO). �e exposition of the 
courses consists not only of explaining the laws and institutions of the 
Church but also of learning the theological and canonical principles in light 
of conciliar teaching and their historical connections. �e courses are 
expounded exegetically, facilitating a comprehensive study of the sources 
of the canons, both magisterial and disciplinary, so that students can 
appreciate the spirit, origin, evolution, theological sense, and pastoral aims 
of the ecclesiastical laws. �e programme, which initiates students into 
scienti�c research, consists of lectures, seminars, assignments, colloquia, 
and a scienti�cally prepared thesis.
a) Prerequisites for Admission
 Applicants to the LCL programme may be admi�ed according to 
the following provisions:
 i) �e applicant may be admi�ed provided he or she has obtained 
a Baccalaureate in �eology (B.�) or completed a philosophical-
theological curriculum in a seminary or a theological faculty, or the 
applicant has completed the First Cycle programme in Canon Law  and has 
a Baccalaureate degree in any discipline valid for admission to a civil 
university. �is  is done unless the Director deems it necessary or 
opportune, before his/her admission, to require that he/she take a 
preliminary course in Latin or the fundamental concepts of Canon  Law. 
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Students who prove they have studied some of the subjects of the �rst cycle  
at a theological faculty or university institute may be dispensed from them;
 ii) �e applicant should have a good command of the English 
language;
 iii) In addition to the above criteria of eligibility, the candidate 
should have adequate knowledge of Latin and a modern language, 
preferably Italian. �ose who do not have adequate knowledge of these 
languages would be required to obtain the requisite knowledge to the 
satisfaction of the Centre
b) Registration
 Registration for the LCL programme should be done at the 
beginning of the academic year, along with all the necessary documents as 
per the rules and regulations of St Peter’s Ponti�cal Institute and the 
Statutes of the Centre. �e students are expected to complete the course 
requirements of the programme within three academic years. �ose failing 
to do so will have to maintain their registration until completion of all 
degree requirements and pay the required fees as speci�ed by the Institute.
c) Methodology
 �e teaching method involves lectures, seminars, group 
discussions, wri�en assignments, colloquia, assigned readings, case studies 
and practical assignments. To facilitate the study programme, students 
may be given a set of reading materials during the course or even before its 
commencement, including a course outline, a teaching plan, and an up-to-
date bibliography consisting of articles, books and jurisprudence.
 �e students are expected to come prepared for the classes by 
reading the suggested material and to participate a�entively and actively 
during the class sessions. Practical assignments lead to a more profound 
understanding of canonical literature and its application as presented in 
lectures, particularly with regard to the CIC 1983. �ese exercises include: 
exegesis of canons undertaken by the students themselves and presented to 
the class under the guidance of professors; questions posed by professors 
and wri�en assignments; colloquia on a given topic; tutorial courses; case 
studies and legal dra�ing. �e multidisciplinary approach employed in 
teaching and learning, using various pedagogical tools, broadens students’ 
horizons in the scienti�c and pastoral domains.
d) Evaluation of the Courses
 �e evaluation of the course takes into account the student's 
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active participation and interaction in class and seminars, assignments, and 
comprehension of the subject through oral and wri�en exams. It is
advisable that the professor give class tests or assignments during the 
course of the lectures and consider students’ performance on these for 
their grades in the examination at the end of the course. A three-credit 
course or more will have an oral examination of at least ��een minutes 
duration, a wri�en examination of two hours, or a combination of both 
wri�en and oral exams. 
 �e pass mark is 60% for courses and seminars. A student may 
not, without the professor’s authorisation, be absent from an oral or 
wri�en examination for a course or hand in a term paper later than the 
prescribed date. Non-compliance with this regulation will result in failure 
in the course.
 A student who fails an examination may be allowed to undergo a 
supplementary examination only once. If the student fails even in the 
supplementary examination, he/she will have to repeat the course. 
Notwithstanding the possibility of appearing for a supplementary 
examination, any student who fails in more than three subjects during one 
academic year shall have to withdraw from the programme if the centre’s 
staff council decides so.
e) Dissertation and Defence
 Students enrolled in the LCL programme are required to write a 
thesis of approximately 100-125 pages within their chosen area of 
specialisation. �e thesis topic must be approved bythe Director. Students 
should select a professor from the Centre, preferably one who is specialised 
or teaches a course relevant to the chosen topic. Additionally, the Director 
will appoint a co-moderator for the thesis in consultation with the 
moderator. Students are expected to adhere to the Institute’s guidelines on 
registration deadlines and the required format for thesis writing and 
binding. A public defence of the thesis will take place for 60 minutes before 
a Board of Examiners, which will include both the moderator and co-
moderator. Following the defence, students must submit four copies of the 
thesis to the Institute Office a�er making the necessary corrections 
indicated during the defence.
 Students found to have copied content from other theses, 
dissertations, or scienti�c literature without appropriate citation and 
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acknowledgement will be subject to stringent disciplinary action, not 
excluding disquali�cation from the degree.
f) Comprehensive Examination
 As an integral part of the programme, students of the LCL Degree 
are required to pass a comprehensive oral examination based on the 
principal courses of the entire degree programme. Each student is required 
to choose ��een themes for the examination from the list provided by the 
Centre and present the list of chosen themes to the Director at least three 
months before the comprehensive examination, which will last one hour 
and be conducted before at least a panel of three professors.
g) Marks, Grades and Degree
 To receive a degree, a student must have passed the examinations 
in each subject in the programme and ful�lled all other requirements of the 
programme. �e �nal computation of the marks earned during the LCL 
programme will be as follows:
 i)   50%  for the course examinations, inclusive of seminars;
 ii)  25%  for the dissertation and defence; 
 iii) 25%  for the �nal comprehensive oral examination. 
 �e cumulative average of a student’s marks indicates the 
academic grade.
Grading System (Marks)
 Probatus (Pass Mark) 60 - 69.99
 Bene Probatus  70 - 79.99
 Cum Laude  80 - 89.99
 Magna cum Laude  90 - 96.99
 Summa cum Laude  97 - 100
 A Licentiate in Canon Law Degree granted by the Ponti�cal Urban 
University, Rome, for students successfully completing the programme in 
the Centre of Canon Law Studies at St Peter’s Ponti�cal  Institute, 
Bangalore, quali�es them for admission to the doctoral programme in 
Canon Law in all ecclesiastical universities worldwide. It also renders them 
eligible to teach in seminaries and to obtain ecclesiastical offices, which 
require such a Degree in Canon Law.

1.2. Biennial Studies Programme
 �e Biennial Studies consist of two years (four semesters) for 
those who have no previous training in philosophy or theology, including 
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those who already hold an academic degree in civil law. Candidates 
without the requisite philosophical and theological training, even if they 
possess a civil law degree, cannot be dispensed from the Biennial studies if 
they want to enrol in the second cycle in Canon Law.
 During this period, students shall study the fundamental concepts 
of Canon Law, the philosophical and theological disciplines and Conciliar 
teachings required for an advanced formation in Canon Law.
 Students who successfully complete the courses will receive a 
diploma. �e diploma will, however, not be equivalent to a Baccalaureate 
Degree.
 A student may be admi�ed to the Biennial studies on a 
propaedeutic basis for possible later admission to the second cycle, 
provided that he or she has ful�lled prior academic requirements 
(especially a baccalaureate in any discipline) necessary for admission to a 
recognised university of the nation in which those studies were completed. 
�e student must have adequate knowledge of English and must be 
presented by his Ordinary or his/her Major Superior, as the case may be. 
Lay Faithful may present a le�er of recommendation from the parish priest.

1.3. Certi�cate and Diploma Programme
 Short courses in speci�c sections of Canon Law may be offered to 
tribunal personnel who lack adequate knowledge of Canon Law, such as 
notaries, assessors, auditors, and other civil lawyers and experts who 
collaborate in proceedings concerning marriage cases.
 i) Certi�cate in Canon Law course is a training programme in 
special sections of Canon Law, such as tribunal practice, consecrated life, 
procedures, temporal goods and administrative law, etc. �e Centre will 
draw up a detailed programme each year. Students who successfully 
complete the course will be awarded a certi�cate.
 ii) A Diploma in Canon Law is meant for those who do not intend 
to follow the entire LCL syllabus but prefer to concentrate on a few courses. 
A curriculum of ten courses and a seminar prescribed by the Director of the 
Centre of Canon Law Studies in consultation with the Council shall be the 
requirement for the course. �e duration of each course, comprising at 
least 30 credits, excluding the seminars or paper presentations, will be one 
year (two semesters). �e diploma, however, will not be equivalent to a 
Baccalaureate Degree.
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2. PROFESSORS

i. PERMANENT PROFESSORS
 1. Rev. Dr Merlin Rengith Ambrose
 2. Rev. Dr Sunil Kumar Dsouza

ii. ASSISTANT PROFESSORS
 1. Rev. Dr Anthonappa Shanthappa
 2. Rev. Dr Anthony Joseph
 3. Rev. Dr Lourdusamy �arigopala
 4. Rev. Dr Sr Mercy John, SCC
 5. Rev. Dr Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
 6. Rev. Dr Valerian Sequeira

iii. INVITED PROFESSORS
 1. His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias
 2. Most Rev. Dr Antonysamy Savarimuthu
 3. Most Rev. Dr Elias Frank
 4. Most Rev. Dr Arulselvam Rayappan
 5. Most Rev. Dr Arokiaraj Satis Kumar
 6. Rev. Dr Antony Peter
 7. Rev. Dr Arockiyasamy Sebastian
 8. Rev. Dr Benny �arakunnel, CMI
 9. Rev. Dr Cherian �unduparampil, CMI
 10. Rev. Dr Jerome Anthappa, MSFS
 11. Rev. Dr Jesu Pudumai Doss Maria James, SDB
 12. Rev. Dr Adrian Francis Charles Mascarenhas
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3. COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

3.1. I YEAR

3.1.1. PRINCIPAL COURSES
PC 01:  General Norms (Part I – II) (7 ECTS)
 I. Preliminary Canons (Cann. 1-6); Ecclesiastical Laws (Cann. 7-
22), Customs (Cann. 23-28), General Decrees and Instructions (Cann. 
29-34); Singular Administrative Acts (Cann. 35-93); Statutes and 
Ordinances (Cann. 94-95).
 II. Physical and Juridical Persons (Cann. 96-123); Juridical Acts 
(Cann. 124-128); Power of Governance (Cann. 129-144); Ecclesiastical 
Office (Cann. 145); Provision (Cann. 146-183) and Loss (Cann. 184-
196); Prescription (Cann. 197-199) and the Reckoning of Time (Cann. 
200-203).
 Bibliography: DE PAOLIS Velasio – D’AURIA Andrea, Le norme 
generali: commento al codice di diri�o canonico, Urbaniana University Press, 
Ci�à del Vaticano 2014; ARRIETA Juan Ignacio, “Libro I – Norme generali,” 
in Codice di diri�o canonico e leggi complementari commentato, Cole�i a San 
Pietro, Roma 2018⁶, 75-184; GARCÍA Martín Julio, Le norme generali del 
codex iuris canonici, Ediurcla, Roma 1999³; BEAL John P. et alii (eds), “Book 
I – General Norms,” in New Commentary on the Code of Canon Law, Paulist 
Press, New York 2010, 47-238; CHIAPPE�A Luigi, “Libro I – Le norme 
generali,” in Il Codice di Diri�o Canonico, Vol. 1, Edizioni Dehoniane, Roma 
1996, 31-295; PINTO Pio Vito, “Liber I – De normis generalibus,” in 
Commento al codice di diri�o canonico, Vol. 1, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 
Ci�à del Vaticano 2001, 1-109; ARRIETA Juan Ignacio (ed.), “Book I 
General Norms,” in Code of Canon Law Annotated, Wilson & La�eur, 
Montreal, Canada 2022⁴, 31-164.

Bishop A. Rayappan / Anthony J.
PC 02: Christi�deles
(Cann. 204–231) (2 ECTS)
 Christ’s Faithful in General: notions of faithful, laity, clergy; 
ecclesiology of the PioBenedictine Code – shi� from Vatican II to CIC 
1983; Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen gentium; Apostolic 
Exhortation Christi�deles laici; Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity 
Apostolicam actuositatem; Instruction Ecclesiae de mysterio;  distinction 
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between common priesthood and ministerial priesthood; Baptismal 
vocation. �e obligations and rights of all the Christ’s faithful; �e 
obligations and rights of lay members of Christ’s faithful; general principles 
and analysis of individual canons; juridical implications of the rights and 
obligations; pastoral problems and perspectives.
 Bibliography: F�NCIS, Apostolic Le�er Motu Proprio Spiritus 
Domini, in Communicationes 53 (2021) 1, 66-67; INCI�I Giacomo: Il 
popolo di Dio. La stru�ura giuridica fondamentale tra uguaglianza e diversità, 
Urbaniana University Press, Ci�à del Vaticano 2023²; SABBARESE Luigi, I 
fedeli costituiti popolo di Dio, Urbaniana University Press, Roma 2000; 
CORIDEN James A., An Introduction to Canon Law, Paulist Press, New York 
2004; A������ Merlin Rengith, “�e Amendment in Can. 230 §1: Its 
Juridical Implications for Women as Lector and Acolyte,” in Indian 
�eological Studies 58 (2021), 95-119; DE MAERE Luc, “�e Rights of 
Christ’s Faithful at the Service of the Ecclesial Communio,” in PONTIFICUM 
CONSILIUM DE LEGUM TEXTIBUS INTERPRETANDIS, Ius in vita et in missione 
ecclesiae: Acta sympossii internationalis iuris canonici, Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana, Roma 1994, 231-236; DEL POZZO Massimo, “La classi�cazione 
dei diri�i fondamentali dei fedeli nella do�rina canonistica,” in Ius Ecclesiae 26 
(2014), 535-554; COSTANTINO M. Fabris, “I diri�i dei fedeli come 
espressione giuridica dei valori propri dell’uomo ba�ezzato,” in NAVARRO Luis 
– PUIG Fernando (ed.), Il fedele laico, Giuffré Editore, Milano 2012, 275-
313; JUHÁSZ Gábor Tamás, “Status of Christ’s Faithful - A Philosophical 
and Canonical Overview,” in Folia �eologica et Canonica 5 (2016), 129-
142; KLOSTERMANN Ferdinand, “�e Laity,” in VORGRIMLER Herbert 
(ed.), Commentary on the Documents of Vatican II, Herder and Herder, New 
York 1967, 231-252. 

Merlin Rengith Ambrose
PC 03: Associations of Christ’s Faithful 
(Cann. 298–329) (1 ECTS)
 �is course provides a comprehensive examination of the 
canonical norms governing the Associations of Christ’s Faithful, as 
outlined in cann. 298–329 of CIC 1983. Topics include the right of 
association in the Church; theological and juridical foundations; public 
and private associations; clerical associations, third orders, and lay 
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associations; erection and juridic personality; statutes, governance, and 
membership; rights and obligations of members; ecclesiastical supervision  
and autonomy; moderators and chaplains; administrationof temporal 
goods; and the suppression, dissolution, and apostolic mission of 
associations within the life of the Church.
 Bibliography: SISTACH Lluis Martinez, Le associazioni di fedeli, 
Edizioni San Paolo, Milano 2006; G������� Paolo, La distinzione �a 
associazioni pubbliche e associazioni private dei fedeli nel nuovo codice di diri�o 
canonico, Ponti�cia Uuniversita Lateranense, Roma 1986; LA PEGNA 
Sergio, “Le associazioni di fedeli unite agli istituti religiosi (can. 677 §2),” in 
Quaderni di Diri�o Ecclesiale 19 (2006), 406-415; AMOS James, 
“Associations of the Christian Faithful: History, Analysis and Evaluation,” 
in C���� L�� S������ �� A������, Proceedings of the Fi�een Annual 
Convention, Washington 1989; PAGÉ Roch, “Associations of Christ’s 
Faithful: Selected Issues,” in �e Jurist 62 (2002), 294-311; NAVARRO Luis, 
“�e Right of Associations in the Church: Its Sense and Limits,” in 
Philippine Canonical Forum 6 (2004), 157-180; C���� Maria, 
“Associations of Christ Faithful: Possibilities for the Future,” in Studia 
Canonica 41 (2007), 65-90; V����� Kinga, “La normativa vigente sobre las 
asociaciones privadas, públicas y civiles,” in Folia �eologica et Canonica 6 
(2017), 149-170; L������ Eliza, “Tipologie di associazioni internazionali di 
feeli: un tentativo di classi�cazione,” in Ius Ecclesiae 35 (2023), 473-505; 
F������� Anastasia Assimakópulos, “El derecho-deber de vigilancia del 
obispo diocesano sobre las asociaciones laicales con personalidad jurídica 
canónica privada,” in Ius Canonicum 65 (2025), 241-275.

Mercy John
PC 04:  Sacred Ministers or Clerics
(Cann. 232–297; 1708–1712) (2 ECTS)
 Formation of Clerics: basic notions, theological principles,  
clerical formation during  the revision of the Code, comparative study of 
CIC 1917 and CIC 1983; Incardination of Clerics: necessity, reasons, 
relationship between the particular Church and the cleric; types of 
incardination, process of incardination and excardination; the obligations 
and rights of clerics: clerical reverence and obedience; offices entrusted to 
clerics; duty to accept and carry out the office; cooperation among clerics; 
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clerical associations; spirituality of clerics, clerics involving in commerce, 
trade and politics, Fidei donum.
 Loss of the clerical state: different modes of losing clerical status; 
process for the declaration of nullity of ordination; documents concerning 
the dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state and 
reinstatement into the clerical state.
 Bibliography: D�������� ��� ��� C�����, Ratio fundamentalis 
Institutionis sacerdotalis (�e Gi� of the Priestly Vocation), 2016; I���, 
Directory for the Ministry and the Life of Priests (New Edition), 2013; I����� 
Giacomo, Il sacramento dell’ordine nel codice di diri�o canonico. Il ministero 
dalla formazione all’esercizio, Urbaniana University Press, Roma 2016; 
G�������� Gianfranco, Il sacramento dell’ordine e la vita dei chierici (Cann. 
1008-1054; 232-297), Gregorian Biblical Press, Rome 2019; S�������� 
Luigi, I fedeli costituiti popolo di Dio. Commento al Codice di Diri�o Canonico, 
Libro II, Parte I, Urbaniana University Press, Ci�à del Vaticano 2003; 
A����� Pietro, “La dispensa dagli obblighi della sacra ordinazione e la perdita 
dello stato clericale,” in Periodica 88 (1999), 331-359; A������ Merlin 
Rengith, “Clerics Practicing Commerce and Trade: �e Canonical 
Implications of Canon 286,” in Studia Canonica 56 (2022), 279-298.

Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
PC 05:  Introduction to Canon Law (1 ECTS)
 Introduction to Canon Law introduces students to the nature, 
purpose, and signi�cance of Canon Law in the life and mission of the 
Catholic Church. �is course offers a foundational introduction to the 
internal juridical system of the Catholic Church. Students will explore 
fundamental principles that shape the CIC 1983. It addresses the major  
conceptual elements and the main areas of contemporary Canon Law and 
explores the CIC 1983 and its structure. It provides a foundational 
understanding necessary for further studies in Canon Law.
 Bibliography: J��� P��� II, Apostolic Constitution Sacrae 
disciplinae leges, in AAS 75 (1983), vii–xiv; C������ James A., An 
Introduction to Canon Law (Revised), Paulist Press, New York (0000); 
E�������� Carlos J., �at Which is Just in the Church: An Introduction to 
Canon Law, Vol. 1. (transl. by M���� Michael J.), Saint Augustine’s Press, 
South Bend 2023.

Merlin Rengith Ambrose
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PC 06 : Guided Reading in Canon Law (2 ECTS)
 �is course serves as an essential introduction to the foundational 
literature of ecclesial jurisprudence, initiating students into the critical 
reading and comprehension of diverse juridical documents and scienti�c 
studies in Canon Law. Recognising that Canon Law is uniquely pastoral in its 
application, the course frames juridical education within the larger context of 
the Church’s mission and the distinct vocation of the canonist. 
 �rough structured classroom discussions, expert text analysis, 
and regular one-on-one colloquia with the professor, students will engage 
deeply with a curated selection of canonical writings. �e curriculum 
balances academic rigour with practical re�ection, utilising both wri�en 
and oral assignments to cultivate advanced analytical skills.
 Bibliography: M������� Francis G., “Papal and Curial 
Pronouncements: �eir Canonical Signi�cance in Light of the Code of 
Canon Law,” Faculty of Canon Law, St Paul University, O�awa 19952; All 
the Papal Documents and Curial Pronouncements since 1983; and books 
and articles on “Recent amendments to Canon Law;” A������ Merlin 
Rengith, “Recent Amendments in Canon Law: An Analytical Overview 
and Juridical Implications,” in Aggiornamento in Canon Law: �eory and 
Praxis, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India, Bangalore 2024, 198-246.

Anthonappa Shanthappa
PC 07:  Canon Law and Ecclesiology of Vatican II (1 ECTS)
 �e in�uence of the Council on the CIC 1983: “�e instrument, 
such as the Code is, fully accords with the nature of the Church, 
particularly as presented in the authentic teachings of the Second Vatican 
Council, seen as a whole and especially in its ecclesiological doctrine. In 
fact, in a certain sense, the CIC 1983 can be viewed as a great effort to 
translate the conciliar ecclesiological teaching into canonical terms.” (Pope 
John Paul II, Apostolic Constitution Sacrae disciplinae leges, 25 January 
1983). �is context leads to a) the general history of the council, b) the 
various documents and their nature, c) the conciliar sources for CIC 1983, 
and d) examination of select canons to see how the conciliar texts have 
been incorporated and dra�ed as canons in the CIC 1983.
 Bibliography: W������� William H. (ed.), Papal Allocutions to 
the Roman Rota 1939–2002, Faculty of Canon Law, Saint Paul University, 
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O�awa 2002; G�������� Gianfranco, Introduzione al diri�o ecclesiale, 
Piemme, Roma 1993; �e entire �rst volume of �e Jurist 57 (1997) has 
relevant articles on the doctrine of reception; Ö��� Ladislas., From Vision 
to Legislation: From the Council to a Code of Laws, Marque�e University 
Press, Milwaukee 1985; C������ Eugenio, “Aspects of the Reception of 
Vatican II in the Code of  Canon Law,” in A������� Giuseppe et alii (eds), 
�e Reception of Vatican II, �e Catholic University, Washington, D.C. 
1987.

Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
PC 08:  Methodology and Seminar (4 ECTS)
 i) Introduction: Method in general, scienti�c methodology, 
canonical methodology; sources of canonical knowledge and 
documentary sources of Canon Law; scholar’s tools – the library, 
catalogue, archives, bibliography – its preparation, method, classi�cation 
of documents. 
 ii) �e Preparation of Canonical Works: undertaking scienti�c 
research, development of scienti�c work, seminars, papers, articles and 
reviews. Writing the work/thesis – the nature, theme, the style,  
composition, quotations, footnotes, references and proper methodology.  
 iii) Practical Assignments: discovery of ancient documents, 
dra�ing responses to canonical consultations, review of an article, and 
preparation of a bibliography.
 iv) Seminar Paper: each student gives an oral presentation on a 
canonical theme in the class, followed by discussions and evaluation. 
Finally, each student develops the same theme and presents a 25-page 
assignment incorporating scienti�c methodology.
 Bibliography: M����� David, Successful Dissertations and 
�eses, Jossey-Bass Publishers, San Francisco 1983; M������� Francis, 
Canonical Methodology (class-notes for the students) Faculty of Canon 
Law, Saint Paul University, O�awa 1991; S����� Santos E., Metodologia 
giuridica, Ediurcla, Roma 2009; T������� Kate Larimore, A Manual for 
Writers of Term Papers, �eses, and Dissertations, �e University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago1987⁵; C�������� Lorella et alii (eds), Common 
Norms for Academic Papers in English, Ponti�cal Urbaniana University, 
Rome 2020; K���� Marko, Metodologia, Ponti�cia Università 
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Gregoriana, Roma 2013; F���� Elias, Metodologia giuridico-canonica (per 
uso privato degli studenti), Ponti�cia Università Urbaniana, Roma 2021.

Lourdusamy �arigopala
3.1.2 AUXILIARY COURSES

AC 01:  Roman Law (2 ECTS)
 i) Law: de�nition, division, subject and object of law; 
promulgation and obligation of law, interpretation and cessation of  law.
 ii) In�uence of Roman Law on Canon Law: the political history 
of Rome; the great legal periods of history; sources and divisions of Roman 
Law; Gaius and compilation of Justinian. Some speci�c themes: subjects of 
law – man and person; juridic personality; juridic persons, corporations 
and foundations; the Roman family – society and marriage, property and 
contracts; civil procedure.
 Bibliography: G������� Albert, Roman Law and Its 
Contribution to the Development of Canon Law, Saint Paul University, 
O�awa 1996; J������� Herbert Felix, Historical Introduction to the Study 
of Roman Law, Gaunt, Holms Beach, Florida 1994; K����  Max, Roman 
Private Law, (transl. by D���������� Rolf), University of South Africa, 
Pretoria 1984⁴; N�������, Barry, An Introduction to Roman Law, 
Clarendon Press, Oxford 1975; H��� Eamonn G., An Introduction to 
Roman Law and Its Contribution to the World, Institute of Notarial Studies, 
Ireland 2014; M���������� George, Roman Law and the Origins of the 
Civil Law Traditions, Springer International Publishing, Switzerland 2015; 
D������ Rafael, Roman Law: Basic Legal Concepts and Values, SSRN 
Electronic Journal, Navarra 2017.

Mercy John
AC 02:  History of Canon Law (3 ECTS)
 i) Law in the Life of the Church; Introduction to the canonical 
sources; concepts and terms; sources and legal discipline; Scripture as the 
source of law.
 ii) Historical Periods: a) Early Church till Gratian; b) From 
Gratian to Trent: Documentary sources – Decretum Gratiani, Decretals of 
Gregory IX, Liber sextus, Constitutiones Clementinae, the Extravagantes, the 
formation of Corpus iuris canonici; the canonists of the classical period; c) 
Trent to CIC 1917.
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 iii) From CIC 1917 to the Present: background, preparation for 
CIC 1917 and its general structure, salient features; later Papal and Curial 
legislation; Vatican II and the canonical aggiornamento; revision of the 
Code – Ponti�cal Commission; the guiding principles; the various dra�s; 
promulgation; structure and features of the CIC 1983; the constitution 
Pastor bonus, the background preparation and promulgation of the CCEO; 
its structure and characteristics.
 Bibliography: D’S���� Victor George, History of Canon Law, 
Class Note for the Private Use of the Students, St Peter’s Ponti�cal 
Institute, Bangalore 2003; C�������� Amleto, Canon Law, Newman 
Book Shop, Westminster 1934; G������� Jean, Storia del diri�o canonico: 
Ecclesia et civitas, Edizioni San Paolo, Milano 1998; M��� René, “History 
of Canon Law,” in New Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 3, McGraw-Hill Book 
Company, New York 1967, 34-50; D� W��� Van, History of Canon Law, 
Peeters Press, Louvain 1991.

Anthonappa Shanthappa
AC 03:  Philosophy of Law (2 ECTS)
 i) Introduction: Difficulties and objections against the 
philosophy of law; necessity of philosophy of law; notion and distinction 
from other juridical sciences; various theories of law.
 ii) Human Person: Notion of person; person as social being; 
common good; juridical order; justice and law; pluralism, secularism, 
morality and law; critique of legal positivism; theories of penalty and 
justice; human rights.
 iii) Natural Law and Positive Law: Philosophical schools of 
juridical positivism and natural law; relationship between faith and reason 
– in this context, study of the Encyclicals Veritatis splendor, Evangelium vitae 
and Fides et ratio.
 Bibliography: D’A������� Francesco, Filoso�a del diri�o, G. 
Giappichelli Editore, Torino 1993; D������ Ronald Myles (ed.), �e 
Philosophy of Law: Readings, Oxford University Press, Oxford 1977; F����� 
John, Natural Law and Natural Rights, Clarendon Press, Oxford 1980; 
K��������� Mariusz, Dionte del diri�o naturale: Linee di diba�ito tra teologia 
morale e �loso�a del diri�o, Gregorian University Press, Rome 1997.

Anthonappa Shanthappa
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AC 04:  �eology of Law (1 ECTS)
 Introduction; meaning of law in the Bible; historical 
development: pre-mosaic and mosaic period; from Moses to exilic times; 
Kings and the law; the Law and the prophets; Rabbinic literature; 
Maccabean revolt; Law from the times of Christ: in the Gospels and in 
Pauline literature. Conclusion. Re�ection on the law of the Church and the 
conciliar teachings and principles that in�uenced the CIC 1983. �e 
relationship between charism and institution. �e recent discourses and 
allocutions of Roman Pontiffs. �e study of the Apostolic Constitutions 
Sacrae disciplinae leges and Sacri canones. Human juridic experience and 
juridic experience of the Church.
 Bibliography: W������� William H. (ed.), Papal Allocutions to 
the Roman Rota 1939–2002, Faculty of Canon Law, Saint Paul University, 
O�awa 2002; B����� William W., “Law and  Institutions in the Apostolic 
Church,” in �e Jurist 32 (1972), 224-233; C������� Dario, “I fondamenti 
biblici del diri�o canonico,” in Divinitas 44 (2001), 272-298; Ö��� Ladislas, 
�eology and Canon Law: New Horizons for Legislation and Interpretation, 
�e Liturgical Press, Collegeville 1992; F������� Joseph A., “Saint Paul 
and the Law,” in �e Jurist 27 (1967), 18-36.

Valerian Sequeira
AC 05:  Civil Law I: Constitution of India and
Religious Freedom (2 ECTS)
 A brief survey of the Constitution of India; the contribution of 
Catholics in the dra�ing of the constitution; freedom of religion in general; 
Freedom of conscience and freedom of religion; practice and propagation 
of faith; freedom to manage religious freedom; right to establish, maintain, 
administer institutions; right to acquire property; offences relating to 
religion; a study of anti-conversion bills and our response; problems 
relating to conversions; the minority status of Christian community and 
the rights and privileges enshrined in the constitution for these minorities.
 Bibliography: B��� Durga Das, Introduction to the Constitution 
of India, Prentice Hall of India Ltd., New Delhi 1980; P����� Krishna, 
Religious Freedom under the Indian Constitution, Minerva Associates, 
Collegeville 1977; M����� John Courtney, Problem of Religious Freedom, 
Geoffrey Chapman, London 1965; S��������� Daya Krishna, Religious 
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Freedom in India: A Historical and Constitutional Study, Deep and Deep 
Publications, New Delhi 1982; P������������� Devassia Mathew, 
Freedom of Religion in India, ISI, New Delhi 1994; S������� Julian, 
Conversion and Indian Law, Bangalore 1981; L��������� Sahayaraj, 
Handbook on the Civil Cases Concerning the Catholic Church in India, St 
Pauls, Mumbai 2016; I���, Church Related Issues in the Civil Courts of India, 
St Pauls, Mumbai 2011; I���, Religious Conversion in a Multi-Religious 
Context, Media House, Delhi 2010.

Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
3.1.3. LANGUAGE COURSES 

LC 01:  Latin (Part I–II) (8 ECTS)
 �e course consists of two parts: beginner’s level and the  
intermediate I–II level. �e main components: Preliminary notions, parts 
of speech, syntax, in�exion, syllables, accent and pronunciation, nouns, 
adverbs, adjectives, verbs, numerals, pronouns, declensions and 
conjugations, order of words, rules of agreement, tenses, irregular verbs. 
Exercises in translations from Latin to English; Reading and 
Comprehension of Latin passages from liturgical and legislative texts. 
Introduction to the translation of canons and legal vocabulary. �e third 
part of the course, taught in the second year, addresses contemporary usage 
of ecclesiastical legal Latin. It is a practical course oriented toward 
providing a facility in reading the CIC 1983, Latin commentators, curial 
documents, and Rotal decisions, with an emphasis on vocabulary, content, 
style, and meaning. Latin Part I and II are prerequisites for Latin Part III.
 Bibliography: H���� Robert John, Latin, Loyola Press, 
Chicago 1958; L���� Willem Jacobus Gerhardus, Latin for Law, 
University of South Africa, 2 Vols, Pretoria 1981; M��� William George, 
Latin by Natural Method, Henry Regnery Co., Chicago 1960; C������ 
John Francis, A Primer of Ecclesiastical Latin, �e Catholic University of 
America Press, Washington, D.C. 1985.

Adrian Mascarenhas
LC 02:  Ecclesiastical Latin – III (3 ECTS)
 �is course concentrates on the Liturgical Latin of the Catholic 
Church. It aims to familiarise students, especially in reading, writing, and 
understanding, with the Latin texts of the Councils, Sacraments, Liturgy, 
and the CIC 1983 and CCEO.
 Bibliography: S������ Annie Mary, An Introduction to 
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Liturgical Latin, St Dominic’s Press, Boston 1933; D������ Wilfred D., 
Dictionary of Liturgical Latin, Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee 1961; 
S��������� Robert, Reading Church Latin – Techniques and Commentary 
for Comprehension, Hillenbrad Books, Illinois 2016.

Valerian Sequeira
LC 03:  Ecclesiastical Latin – IV (3 ECTS)
 �e focus of this course is the application of Latin grammar and 
syntax to Latin texts. It facilitates students in translating the canons and 
Papal Bulls from Latin into English.
 Bibliography: C������ John Francis, A Primer of Ecclesiastical 
Latin, �e Catholic University of America Press, Washington, D.C. 1985; 
W������ Robert Douglas, Longman’s Latin Course: Grammar and 
Exercises, Part I & II, Longman's Green & Co. Ltd., Toronto 1951.

Valerian Sequeira
IT 04:  Italian (Part I–II) (5 ECTS)
 �is course introduces students to canonical sources in Italian 
literature to facilitate their research skills. �e course prepares students to 
obtain a working knowledge of the language that they may familiarise 
themselves with articles, books and other communications.
 Bibliography: P�������� Anna – C���� Francesco, Modern 
Italian Grammar: A Practical Guide, Routledge, New York 2005; M����� 
Martin – R��������� Cecilia, A Reference Grammar of Modern Italian, 
Routledge, New York 2008.

Sunil Kumar Dsouza / Mercy John

3.2 II YEAR

3.2.1. PRINCIPAL COURSES
PC 09: Marriage (Cann. 1055–1140) (3 ECTS)
 Marriage – Biblical foundation, developments in theology, 
conciliar teachings, nature of marriage, marriage as contract-covenant-
sacrament; Pastoral care and the prerequisites for the celebration of 
marriage; diriment impediments, marital consent, canonical form; mixed 
marriages; secret celebration; effects of marriage; challenges to Christian 
marriage in a permissive society; canonical situation of the divorced and 
remarried and their pastoral care.

Handbook & Calendar



266

 Bibliography: S�������� Luigi, Il matrimonio canonico. Tra 
natura e grazia, Libreria Sole Editrice, Roma 2026; I���, Il matrimonio 
canonico nell’ordine della natura e della grazia: Commento  al Codice di Diri�o 
Canonico – Libro IV, Parte I, Titolo VII, Urbaniana University Press, Ci�à 
del Vaticano 2019; C�������� Luigi, Il matrimonio nella nuova 
legislazione canonica e concordataria, Edizioni Dehoniane, Roma 1990; 
D���� �omas P., (ed.), Marriage Studies: Re�ections in Canon Law and 
�eology, Canon Law Society of America, 4 Vols., Washington, D.C. 1985; 
G������ Ignatius et alii, Canons and Commentaries on Marriage, �e 
Liturgical Press, Collegeville 1987; H�������� Jan, Diri�o matrimoniale: 
Commento ai canoni 1055–1165 del Codice di diri�o canonico, Ancora, 
Milano 1999; V�������� Pedro Juan, Il Consenso Matrimoniale, EDUSC, 
Roma 2019; S������ Raffaele – M����� Claudio, I vizi del consenso 
matrimonio canonico, Urbaniana University Press, Ci�à del Vaticano 2012; 
M����� Paolo, Il matrimonio nel diri�o della Chiesa, Società Editrice il 
Mulino, Bologna 2014; F���� Elias, �e Dissolution of Marriage Bond in 
the Discipline of the Church and its Application, Urbaniana University Press, 
Rome 2017; T���������� Lourdusamy, Canon Law on Marriage, ATC, 
Bangalore 2025.

Merlin Rengith Ambrose
PC 10:  Favour of Faith Cases, Separation of Spouses & 
              Validation of Marriage (Cann. 1141–1165) (2 ECTS)
 i) Notion of indissolubility; theological re�ections on 
indissolubility of marriage; distinction between dissolution, separation, 
declaration of nullity; status of a rati�ed and consummated marriage and a 
rati�ed and non-consummated marriage; papal power over the marriages.
 ii) Pauline Privilege: a) the theological foundations; the Pauline 
privilege in history, the sixteenth century constitutions – Altitudo, Romani 
Ponti�cis, and Populis – on polygamous marriages; commentary on canons 
1143-1150; b) Dissolution in Favour of Faith: history, the competence of 
the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith; Instruction, Ut notum est and 
the present Procedural Norms Potestas Ecclesiae (30 April 2001) for 
drawing up a process for the dissolution in favour of faith – at the diocesan 
level and at the level of the congregation; the rescript and the conditions for 
a new marriage.
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 iii) Separation while the bond remains: the obligation to 
maintain common conjugal life, the just reasons for separation, the role of 
the Ordinary, maintenance and upbringing of children, and readmi�ance 
of the spouse.
 iv) Validation of marriage: simple validation and retroactive 
validation; concepts, analysis of canons, pastoral problems.
 Bibliography: A���� Antonio, Il matrimonio nella nuova 
legislazione canonica, Urbaniana University Press, Rome 1985; I���, �e 
Dissolution of the Matrimonial Bond in Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence, Desclee, 
Rome 1962; AA. VV., I procedimenti speciali nel diri�o canonico, Studi 
Giuridici 26, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1992, 157-232; 
H������� Clarence J., “�e Law of Invalid Validation,” in Monitor 
Ecclesiasticus 124 (1999), 554-568; K���� Juraj, �e Separation of the 
Spouses with the Bond Remaining: Historical and Canonical Study with 
Pastoral Application, Gregorian University Press, Rome 1997; L������ 
Jean-Pierre – W������� William H., Special Marriage Cases, �eological 
Publications in India, Bangalore 1995; S�������� Luigi, “�e Dissolution 
of a Non Sacramental Marriage in Favour of the Faith,” in Studies in Church 
Law 1 (2005), 199-243.

Lourdusamy �arigopala
PC 11:  Supreme Authority of the Church, Particular Churches
               and �eir Groupings (Cann. 330-459) (3 ECTS)
 �e Supreme Authority of the Church: Apostolic Constitution 
Praedicate Evangelium, the Roman Pontiff and the College of Bishops, the 
Synod of Bishops, Cardinals, Roman Curia, and Papal Legates; Particular 
Churches: dioceses, Bishops – diocesan and titular, impeded and vacant 
See; Groupings of Particular Churches: ecclesiastical provinces and 
regions, metropolitans, particular councils, Episcopal Conferences.
 Bibliography: F������, Apostolic Constitution Praedicate 
Evangelium, in Communicationes 54 (2022), 9-81; J��� P��� II, Apostolic 
Constitution Universi Dominici gregis, in AAS 88 (1996), 305-343; 
C����������� ��� ��� C�����, Directory for the  Pastoral Ministry of 
Bishops Apostolorum successores, in L��� Erminio (ed.), Enchiridion 
Vaticanum: Documenti ufficiali della Santa Sede (2003-2004), Vol. 22, 
Edizioni Dehoniane, Bologna 2006, 1047-1275; A������ Merlin 
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Rengith, Reform of the Roman Curia: �e Salient Features of Praedicate 
Evangelium, St Pauls, Mumbai 2023; G�������� Gianfranco, Il diri�o 
nella Chiesa: mistero di comunione, PUG & San Paolo, Rome 1993, 501-532; 
A������ John Ignacio, “El sinodo de los obispos. Criterios que enmarcan su 
evolucion normative,” in Ius Canonicum 24 (1984), 51-85.

Sunil Kumar Dsouza
PC 12:  Internal Ordering of Particular Churches
(Cann. 460-572) (2 ECTS)
 �e Internal Ordering of Particular Churches: the diocesan 
synod, the diocesan curia and the officials: their qualities, appointment 
and functions. Participatory Structures: the college of consultors, the 
council of priests, the chapter of canons, the pastoral council. Parishes, 
Parish Priests and Parochial Vicars: notion of parishes, the in�uence of 
Vatican II on the concept, appointment and functions of parish priests and 
their assistants; vicar foranes; rectors of churches and Chaplains.
 Bibliography: C������ James A., �e Parish in Catholic 
Tradition: History, �eology and Canon Law, Paulist Press, New York 1997; 
A������ Juan Ignacio, Governance Structures within the Catholic Church, 
Wilson and La�eur, Montreal 2000; A�. V�., Il diri�o nel mistero della 
Chiesa, Vol. 2, PUL, Rome 2001; K������� Sebastian, Structures of 
Decision – Making in the Local Church, �eological Publications in India, 
Bangalore 2001; S�������� Luigi, La costituzione gerarchica della Chiesa 
universale e particolare, Urbaniana University Press, Rome 2001; 
B������� XVI, Apostolic Le�er Motu Proprio Normae nonnullas, in AAS 
105 (2013), 253-257; F������, Apostolic Constitution Episcopalis 
communio, in Communicationes 50 (2018), 375-394; F������, Apostolic 
Constitution Praedicate Evangelium, in Communicationes 54 (2022), 9-81.

Valerian Sequeira
PC 13:  Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of 
              Apostolic Life (Cann. 573–746) (4 ECTS)
 i) �e Consecrated Life: history and sources, documents on 
consecrated life; theological and juridic dimensions of consecrated state; the 
charismatic and hierarchical structure of the Church; ecclesiality of the 
consecrated state; baptismal and religious consecration; nature of consecrated 
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life and institutes; profession of evangelical counsels; fraternal life.
 ii) Norms Common to All Institutes of Consecrated Life; 
typology of institutes, consecrated virgins, hermits and widowers; 
erection, aggregation, merger and union; proper law – constitution, 
directories, manuals and policies; power of superiors and chapters.
 iii) Norms Proper to Religious Institutes: erection and 
suppression of religious house, governance of the institutes – superiors and 
councils, chapters and administration of goods, admission and formation, 
religious profession, rights and duties of religious; apostolate; leave of 
absence; separation of members: exclaustration, transfer, departure and 
dismissal; religious raised to episcopate and conference of major superiors; 
and the recent amendments.
 iv) �e Secular Institutes: origin and evolution, theological 
dimension; consecrated secularity.
 v) �e Societies of Apostolic Life: identity, origin and 
commentary on the canons.
 Bibliography: J��� P��� II, Post-Synodal Apostolic 
Exhortation Vita Consecrata (25 March 1996), in AAS, 88 (1996), 377-
486; C������������ ��� ��� I������� �� V��� C��������� � �� 
S������ �� V��� A���������, Il dono della fedeltà la gioia della 
perseveranza, Orientamenti, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 
2020; A����� Domingo J., Le forme di vita consacrata, Ediurcla, Roma 
2014; I���, Il diri�o dei religiosi: Commento esegetico al codice, Ediurcla, 
Roma 1996; D���� Catherine et alii (eds), Procedural Handbook for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, Canon Law 
Society of America, Washington, D.C., 2001; A������ Merlin Rengith, 
Canon Law for Consecrated Life, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India, 
Bangalore 2026; D� P����� Velasio, La vita consacrata nella Chiesa, 
Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, Bologna 1992; G������ Elio, Religious Life 
According to Vatican II and the New Code of Canon Law, St Paul Editions, 
Boston 1986; H��� Jordan et alii (eds), A Handbook on Canons 573-746, 
�e Liturgical Press, Minnesota 1985; P���� Clemente, La vita religiosa 
orientale, Ponti�cio Istituto Orientale, Roma 1994; Papal and Curial 
documents on Consecrated Life.

Merlin Rengith Ambrose
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PC 14:  Sanctifying Office of the Church
(Part I–II: Cann. 834–1054; 1166–1253) (7 ECTS)
 �e Church and the tria munera: teaching, sanctifying and 
governing; general theological principles on the sanctifying office; 
sanctifying office and sacraments; liturgy and the Church; documents on 
liturgy. Preliminary canons on sanctifying office and sacraments; Baptism; 
Con�rmation; Eucharist; Penance and Indulgences; Anointing of the Sick; 
Sacred Orders; Other acts of Divine Worship: sacramentals; liturgy of 
hours, ecclesiastical funerals, the cult of the saints, vows and oaths; Sacred 
Places: churches, oratories, private chapels, shrines, altars and cemeteries; 
Sacred Times: feast days and days of penance.
 Bibliography: H���� John M., �e Pastoral Companion: A 
Canon Law Handbook for Catholic Ministry, Franciscan Press, Quincy, IL 
1995; P����� Wilfredo C., Notes on Sacraments and Sacramentals, St Paul 
Publications, Philippines 1991²; S������� Dimitrios, Teologia e disciplina 
dei sacramenti nel Codici latino e orientale, Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, 
Bologna 1999; W������� William H., Sacraments: Commentary on 
Canons 840-1007, �eological Publications in India, Bangalore 2005; 
I���, �e Sacrament of Orders and the Clerical State, �eological 
Publications in India, Bangalore 1999; F���� Elias, I sacramenti 
dell’iniziazione, della penitenza e dell’unzione degli infermi, Urbaniana 
University Press, Roma 2018; R�����-����� T., La liturgica e i sacramenti 
nel diri�o della chiesa, E����, Roma 2018.

Sahayaraj L. / Anthonappa
PC 15:  Practical Issues in Liturgical Law (1 ECTS)
 �e nature of liturgical legislation. �e discipline of the 
Constitution on the liturgy. A study and discussion on the subsequent 
liturgical disciplinary documents of the Holy See. Implementing 
documents, the praenotanda of the Roman liturgical books. �e authority 
of diocesan Bishops and the Conference of Bishops. Norms regarding 
Mass stipends, Concelebration, Altar Servers, First confession and 
Communion, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, Church 
architecture and Liturgical decorum and so on. Particular liturgical books 
and norms. Relation of liturgical legislation to the CIC 1983 (Cann. 2, 834-
836); Mass for creation.
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 Bibliography: Various documents of the Holy See, General 
Instructions to the Roman Missal, Ceremoniale episcoporum, etc; 
C�������� Anscar Joseph (ed.), Handbook for Liturgical Studies, �e 
Liturgical Press, 5 Vols, Collegeville MN 1997-2000; K������� Aidan, 
Elements of Rite: A Handbook of Liturgical Style, NBCLC, Bangalore 1996; 
S������� Richard Kevin, New Liturgy, New Laws, �e Liturgical Press, 
Collegeville MN 1980; H���� John Michael, More Disputed Questions in 
the Liturgy, Liturgy Training Publications, Chicago 1996; H���� John 
Michael, One Table, Many Laws, �e Liturgical Press, Collegeville MN 
1988; M����� Francis (ed.), Comparative Sacramental Discipline in the 
CCEO and CIC, Canon Law Society of America, Washington 2003.

Valerian Sequeira
PC 16:  Processes – Part – I
(Cann. 1400-1500) (3 ECTS)
 Trials in General: historical overview of the trial procedures; 
etymological and juridical de�nitions; subject and object of process; Static 
phase of the trial: the competent forum; Different grades and kinds of 
tribunals: tribunal of the �rst instance, second instance, diocesan and 
regional tribunals, Tribunals of the Apostolic See; Tribunal personnel: 
their qualities, appointment, and functions. �e discipline to be observed 
in Tribunals: order of hearing, time limits, place of trial, procedural 
capacity; Parties in the case: plaintiff and respondent, procurators and 
advocates; Actions and Exceptions. 
 Bibliography: P����� Claudio, I processi: Commento ai canoni 
1400-1670 del codice di diri�o canonico, Urbaniana University Press, Ci�à del 
Vaticano 2017; A����� Conde Manuel J., Diri�o processuale canonico, 
Ediurcla, Roma 2006; AA. VV., Il processo matrimoniale canonico, Studi 
Giuridici 17, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1988; P���� Pio 
Vito, I processuali codice di diri�o canonico, Libreria Editrice Vaticana & 
Urbaniana University Press, Rome 1993; D����� Hugh F., Catholic 
Tribunals: Marriage, Annulment and Dissolution, Newtown, E.J. Dwyer, 
Australia 1991; R���� Francisco Javier, I tribunali ecclesiastici, Ponti�cia 
Università S. Tommaso D’Aquino, Rome 2000; W���� Lawrence George, 
Procedures, Canon Law Society of America, Washington, D.C. 1987.

Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
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PC 17:  Administrative Recourse & Jurisprudence
(Cann. 1713–1716; 1732–1752) (2 ECTS)
 i) General structure of administrative justice in the Church: 
Historical development of administrative recourse; Preliminary 
de�nitions; Norms applicable to the exercise of authority in the Church 
and to singular or particular administrative acts; Gravamen; Speci�c 
procedure of the administrative recourse; Competence; Avoidance of a 
contentious case; Mediation and conciliation; Particular norms of 
Episcopal Conference; Preventive recourse and procedures; Recourse 
process; Procedural steps and time limits; Rules governing the Roman 
Dicasteries; Competencies of Dicasteries of the Roman Curia; 
Hierarchical recourse to the Holy See.
 ii) Procedures of the Second Section of the Apostolic Signatura: 
�e Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura with special reference to 
the competence and activity of the Sectio Altera; the Normae speciales of the 
Signatura, ar�. 96–126; the Apostolic Constitution Praedicate Evangelium, 
ar�. 194–199; Recourse and Procedure before the Apostolic Signatura.
 iii) Procedure for removal and transfer of parish priests: Difference 
between removal and transfer; Procedure for the removal of parish priests 
(Cann. 1740-1747): causes, procedure, decree of the Bishop, vacancy of 
parish, recourse and its consequences. Procedure for the transfer of parish 
priests (Cann. 1748-1752); Jurisprudence of the Signatura.
 Bibliography: P������ Paolo, I recorsi gerarchici (Cann. 1732-
1739), Edizioni Studium, Roma 2025; F����� I. David, Administrative 
Removal of Diocesan Priests �om the Office of Parochus: Causes and Procedure, 
Ponti�ciae Universitatis Gregorianae, Roma 1996; D’O������ Francesco, 
Il Diri�o Amministrativo della Chiesa, Studi Giuridici 37, Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1996; C������� J. John, “�e Historical 
Development and Current Procedural Norms of Administrative Recourse 
to the Apostolic Signatura,” in Periodica 90 (2001), 455-496; P�������� 
Joseph R., “Contentious-Administrative Recourse to the Second Section 
of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura,” in Forum 7 (1996), 
295-304; I���, “Hierarchical Recourse to the Holy See: �eory and 
Practice,” in CLSA Proceedings 62 (2000), 19-47;  S�������� Kennet K., 
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“Contentious-Administrative Recourse Before the Supreme Tribunal of 
the Apostolic Signatura,” in �e Jurist 58 (1998), 171-191; D’S���� Victor 
George, “�e Procedure for the Removal and Transfer of Pastors: 
Balancing the Rights,” in Studies in Church Law 4 (2008), 287-340; 
G����������� Zenon, “Trasferimento e rimozione del parroco,” in La 
Parrocchia, Studi Giuridici 43, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 
1997, 199-247; M������� Augustine, “�e Effect of the Recourse 
against the Decree of Removal of a Parish Priest,” in Studia Canonica 25 
(1991), 139-153.

Lourdusamy �arigopala
3.2.2. AUXILIARY COURSES

AC 06:  Sui iuris Churches CCEO (2 ECTS)
 Unity and diversity in the Catholic Church; Historical 
perspective on sui iuris Churches; their juridic condition; ascription to a 
Church sui iuris; patrimony of churches and their rites. Grades of sui iuris 
Churches: patriarchal, archepiscopal, metropolitan and other sui iuris 
Churches. �e ordering, authority, and governance of the churches with 
special reference to the Patriarchal/Archepiscopal Churches.
 Bibliography: C������� Jose – B��������������� 
Kuriakose (eds), �e Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches: A Study and 
Interpretation, S���, Alwaye 1993; F���� John D., �e Eastern Catholic 
Churches: Constitution and Governance, Saint Maron Publications, New 
York 1992; P�������� Victor, Eastern Catholic Church Law, Oirsi, 
Ko�ayam 1996; R������� Ronald G., �e Eastern Christian Churches: A 
Brief Survey, Ponti�cio Istituto Orientale, Rome 1990; S������� 
Dimitrios, Istituzioni di diri�o canonico, Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, 
Bologna 1993; F���� John D. – A����� Jobe (eds), A Practical Commentary 
to the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, 2 Vols, Librairie Wilson & 
La�eur Inc., Montréal 2019.

Cherian �unduparampil / Benny �arakunnel
AC 07:  Church, State and Ecumenism (2 ECTS)
 i) �e notion and historical context of Public Ecclesiastical Law: 
de�nition, division, and sources. �e constitution of the Church: an 
integral vision; conciliar models of the Church; the societas perfecta – 
present interpretation; the Church in the modern world.
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 ii) �e relationship between Church and State: insights from 
Vatican; Concordats: de�nition, historical context, theories, advantages. 
�e relationship between canonical and international orders: historical 
aspects; juridic personality of the Holy See; International presence of 
Vatican diplomacy; Papal Legates; Holy See in international organisations; 
doctrinal principles and defence of fundamental human rights.
 iii) �e relationship between the Church and other Ecclesial 
communities: conciliar teaching on ecumenism; ecumenical relations in 
the CIC 1983 and the Ecumenical Directory. �e relationship between 
Canon Law and civil law: freedom of religion in India; Canon Law and civil 
law interaction in India; Canon Law in civil courts.
 Bibliography: D’S���� Victor George, �e Church, State and 
Ecumenism, Class notes for the Private Use of Students, St Peter’s Ponti�cal 
Institute, Bangalore 2003; D����� Avery, Models of the Church, Gill and 
Macmillan, Dublin 1988; F�������� Emilio, “Il ius publicum ecclesiasticum 
e il concilio ecumenico Vaticano II,” in Salesianum 30 (1968), 243-301; 462-
522; M������ Renato Raffaele, “Expert in Humanity: �e Church in the 
Modern World – �e Holy See in the International Arena,” in Catholic 
International 7 (1996), 12-20; M����� John Courtney, �e Problem of 
Religious Freedom, Westminster, Maryland 1965; S������� Lorenzo, Il 
diri�o pubblico ecclesiastico dopo il Concilio Vaticano II: Lezioni di diri�o 
canonico, Giuffrè, Milano 1985; S������� Charles Jude, “A Note on 
Church-State Relations,” in Forum 3 (1992), 65-91.

Archbishop Antonysamy S.
AC 08:  Civil Law on Property – Part II (2 ECTS)
 Sources of Indian Law; Law of Contracts; Indian Contract Act 
1872: essentials of a valid contract; offer and acceptance; consideration; 
capacity to contract; no �aw in consent; lawful purpose and unlawful 
agreements. Law of trusts and taxation of religious and charitable 
Institutions; Juridical persons; temporal goods of the Church; meaning of 
trust; meaning of religious and charitable purposes; pa�ern of investment 
of charitable institutions; contracts of indemnity and guarantee 
indemnity; bailment; principal and agent; Law of  Wills.
 Bibliography: R�� Subba, Law of Contracts, S. Goglia & 
Company, Hyderabad 1996; S���� Maharaj Krishan, Interpretation of 
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Contract, Universal Law Publishing (ULP) Co., Delhi 2000²; K���� 
Harbans Lal, What Everybody Should Know about Labour Laws, ULP Co., 
Delhi 2000; I���, Make Your Will Yourself with Model Dra�s, Delhi, ULP 
Co., 1999; Bare Acts and Rules; Charitable and Religious Trusts Act 1920 
along with Charitable Endowments Act 1890 and Religious Endowments 
Act 1863, Trusts Act 1882 and Arbitration and Conciliation Act 1996.

AC 09:  Select Questions in Canon Law (2 ECTS)
 �e course is designed to take into account students’ needs in the 
context of their ministry and to focus on areas of Canon Law where 
subjects or themes have not received adequate treatment. Due a�ention 
would be given to the latest legislative documents issued by the Holy See 
and to their interpretation and application. By way of example, following 
are some questions that would be treated in the course: delegation, 
reception of communion in the Church, ascription and transfer to another 
sui iuris Church, abortion, censure and absolution, common error and 
marriages, celiac disease and the reception of orders, admission of Eastern 
catholic to Latin religious institute, power of lay chancellors to dispense, 
refusal of funeral: civil and canonical implications; case studies and studies 
of replies from Holy See.
 Bibliography: M������� Francis G., Papal and Curial 
Pronouncements: �eir Canonical Signi�cance in the Light of the 1983 Code of 
Canon Law, Saint Paul University, O�awa 2001; S�������� Luigi – 
S������� Dimitrios, Chierici latino e orientale: Prospe�ive inter ecclesiali, 
Urbaniana University Press, Roma 2004; A������ Merlin Rengith, 
Reforming the Law Renewing the Church, ATC Publications, Bangalore 
2025; I���, Aggiornamento in Canon Law: �eory and Praxis, Conference 
of Catholic Bishops of India, Bangalore 2024; A���� Jobe, “�e 
Admission of Eastern Catholics to the Novitiate of Latin Religious 
Institutes,” in Studia Canonica 36 (2002), 293-318; C���� Patrick J. (ed.), 
CLSA Advisory Opinions 1984–1993, Canon Law Society of America, 
Washington 1995; Roman Replies and CLSA Advisory Opinions, Canon 
Law Society of America, Washington 1984-2024; P������� Edward G., 
Canon Law Digest, Vol. 11, Canon Law Society of America, Washington 
1991; E������� Arthur J. (ed.), CLSA Advisory Opinions 1994–2000, 
Canon Law Society of America, Washington 2002.

Anthony Joseph
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3.2.3 ELECTIVE COURSES

EC 01:  Ethical Bio-Medical Canonical Issues (2 ECTS)
 Transsexualism and canonical order: Human Personality – sex 
and gender; determination of sex; notion of man and woman; sexual 
orientation; concept of transsexualism; typology of transsexuals; 
differentiation with other sexual anomalies, such as hermaphroditism, 
homosexuality, and transvestism. �e declaration of the Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of Faith on certain questions concerning sexual ethics. 
Transsexual and marriage: psychological and functional capacity for 
marriage; juridical implications in transsexual surgery before and a�er 
marriage; sex change and right to marry; sex change surgery and 
impotence; some Rotal Decisions. Transsexuals and Holy Orders – 
juridical consequences of sex change before the ordination and a�er the 
ordination; the irregularities for the reception of Holy Orders and their 
exercise; transsexuals and consecrated life.
 Bibliography: O’R����� Kevin Daniel, “Concrete Issues Facing 
Canon Lawyers Today in the Light of Contemporary Developments in 
Biomedical Technology,” in Studia Canonica 25 (1991), 29-38; M������� 
Augustine, “Recent Rotal Jurisprudence on the Effects of Sexual Disorders 
on Matrimonial Consent,” in Studia Canonica 26 (1992), 209-233; P������ 
Roberto, “Omosessualità e bisessualità: Devianze sessuali per erotismo invertito 
– Educazione ca�olica – Interpretazioni mediche e giuridiche,” in Periodica 91 
(2002), 3-27; N�������� Urbano, “Transexualismus et ordo canonicus,” in 
Periodica 86 (1997), 101-124. 

EC 02:  Ecclesiastical Finance Management (2 ECTS)
 �e civil status of ecclesiastical organisations and the formation of 
non-pro�t charitable societies or trusts. Financial collaboration with funding 
agencies. Financial policies, procedures and systems. Planning and 
budgeting. Banking procedure and practices. Accounting and 
recordkeeping. Maintenance of bank accounts and �nancial records. 
Reporting and monitoring. Laws, rules and regulations: Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act; Income Tax Act. Investment and planning. 
Audit. Prevention of fraud and misappropriation. Accommodation of 
canonical laws and civil laws in the ecclesiastical administration of  �nances.
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 Bibliography: M������ Edwin et alii (eds), Church Finance 
Handbook, Canon Law Society of America, Washington, D.C. 1999; 
K�������� K., Management of Finances in Non Pro�t Organisations: A 
Manual, Caritas India, New Delhi 1994; D����� William Joseph, 
Practical Problems in Church Finance, Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee 1946; C�������� Saran, Principles and Practice of 
Management, Vikas Publishing House, New Delhi 1983; S����� P.C. – 
K�������� K., Law of Foreign Contribution and Foreign Hospitality, CNP-
India, Madras 1995.

Mark D’Souza
3.3. III YEAR

3.3.1 PRINCIPAL COURSES
PC 18: Temporal Goods of the Church 
(Cann. 1254–1310) (2 ECTS)
 i) General Introduction and Observations on Book V of CIC 
1983: a) the temporal goods from a historico-canonical perspective; the 
temporal goods in the sacred scripture; b) the temporal goods in the 
teaching of the Church; the temporal goods and Vatican II; c) the principle 
of subsidiarity and the canonisation of civil laws; d) general principles 
concerning the administration of temporal goods.
 ii) Introductory Canons and Fundamental Questions: a) the 
purpose of temporal goods; b) right to goods; c) ownership and 
autonomy; d) communion and communication with respect to 
ecclesiastical goods; e) authority of the Roman Pontiff; f ) ecclesial 
dimension.
 iii) Acquisition, Administration and Alienation: a) meaning of 
the concepts; b) analysis and commentary on the canons; c) 
consultation/consent and accountability; d) particular laws of the 
Episcopal Conference; CCBI Complementary Norms on administration 
and alienation.
 iv) Pious Causes and Pious Foundations: concept of pious will, 
pious cause, pious foundation; reduction and transfer of mass obligations; 
reduction, moderation and commutation of pious wills.
 Bibliography: D� P����� Velasio, I beni temporali della Chiesa, 
Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, Bologna 1995; M���� Adam J., – C������ 
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Nicholas P., Church Property, Church Finances, and Church Related  
Corporations: A Canon Law Handbook, �e Catholic Health Association of 
the United States, St Louis, MO 1984; M������ Kevin et alii (eds.), 
Church Finance Handbook, Canon Law Society of America, Washington, 
D.C. 1999; M�������� Francis, “�e Alienation of Temporal Goods in 
Contemporary Practice,” in Studia Canonica 29 (1995), 293-316; I���, 
“Acquiring Temporal Goods for the Church’s Mission,” in �e Jurist 56 
(1996), 557-585; N������� George, Laity and Church Temporalities: 
Appraisal of a Tradition, Dharmaram Publications, Bangalore 2000; 
A������ Merlin Rengith, “Delicts of Financial Malfeasance and Penalties 
in Light of CIC 1983 and CCEO,” in Iustitia 16 (2025), 182-231.

Anthony Joseph
PC 19:  Penal Sanctions in the Church and the Penal Process
(Cann. 1311–1399; 1717–1731) (3 ECTS)
 i) Offences and Punishments in General: general introduction to 
Sanctions; right and power of the Church; general observations on 
sanctions in the CIC 1983. Offences and Punishments in General: notion 
of offences (delicts) and penalty, penal law and precept; censures and 
expiatory penalties, the changes brought about by the revision of Book VI 
and the principles of Apostolic Constitution Pascite gregem Dei; the latae 
sententiae and ferendae sententiae penalties; penal remedies and penances. 
Subjects of penal sanctions, dolus and culpa – Mens rea and Actus reus, 
imputability, incapacity for delicts; circumstances accompanying delicts; 
remission, application and cessation of penalties, prescription.
 ii) Penalties for Particular Offences: offences against faith and 
unity of the Church; offences against Church authorities and the exercise 
of duties; offences against the sacraments; the offences against reputation 
and the offence of falsehood; offences against special obligations and 
offences against human life, dignity and liberty; the principle of legality. 
 iii) Penal Process: the preliminary investigation, the course of the 
process and action for damages.
 Bibliography: F������, Apostolic Constitution Pascite gregem 
Dei, in Communicationes 53 (2021), 9; D�������� ��� L���������� 
T����, Penal Sanctions in the Church: User Guide for Book VI of the Code of 
Canon Law, Vatican City 2023; P����� Claudio, I deli�i riservati al 
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Dicastero per la Do�rina della Fede: Commento teorico-pratico, Libreria Sole 
Editrice, Roma 2026; C�������� Luigi, Il codice di diri�o canonico: 
Commento giuridico-pastorale supplemento (2011–2024), Edizioni 
Dehoniane Bologna 2024; C�������� Antonio, Diri�o penale canonico, 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1996; D� P����� Velasio – 
D����� Cito, Le sanzioni nella Chiesa, Urbaniana University Press, Rome 
2002; P����� Claudio, Il Processo penale canonico. Commento al codice di 
diri�o canonico Libro VII, Parte IV, Urbaniana University Press, Ci�à del 
Vaticano 2012; G���� �omas J., “Initial Re�ections on the Schema 
Recognitionis libri vi codicis iuris canonici,” in Studia Canonica 50 (2016), 5-29; 
A������ Juan Ignacio, “A Presentation of the New System of the Canon 
Law,” in �e Jurist 77 (2021), 245-267; K���� John Paul, “Reclaiming 
Pastoral Pascite Gregem Dei and Its Vision of the Penal Law,” in �e Jurist 77 
(2021), 269-289; A����� Brian T., “�e Revised Book VI, Part I Selected 
Norms and Commentary,” in �e Jurist 77 (2021), 291-334; A����� Brian 
T., “Prescription of Criminal Action in the ius vigens: Praxis,” in Studia 
Canonica 55 (2021), 103-145; D� P����� Velasio, “Le sanzioni nella Chiesa,” 
in G����� I������� D������ D� D����� C�������, Il diri�o nel mistero 
della Chiesa, Vol. 3, Lateran University Press, Roma 2004, 433-540; G���� 
�omas J., “Penal Law: A Review of Selected �emes,” in �e Jurist 50 
(1990), 221-256; A������ Merlin Rengith, “Primacy of Justice in the 
Revised Penal Sanctions in the Church,” in Iustitia 15 (2024), 308-333; 
A������ Merlin Rengith, “Punishments and Penalties in the Revised Book 
VI on Penal Sanction in the Church,” in Canonical Studies (2024), 5-50. 

Merlin Rengith Ambrose
PC 20 : Teaching Office of the Church 
(Cann. 747–833) (2 ECTS)
 Introductory Canons: �e ecclesiastical magisterium; solemn 
magisterium; ordinary and universal magisterium; infallibility; 
theologians and magisterium; response to the teaching of the magisterium; 
notions of heresy, apostasy and schism; the teaching authority of the 
Episcopal conferences; directives for ecumenical activity. Ministry of the 
Divine Word: preaching, homily and catechesis; missionary activity of the 
Church; Catholic education: schools, catholic universities and 
ecclesiastical faculties; the Apostolic Constitutions: Ex corde Ecclesiae and 
Sapientia christiana; Declaration of Vatican II on Christian Education;  
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Instruments of Social Communications, especially books: censors, 
approval for publications; Profession of faith and oath of �delity.
 Bibliography: D� P����� Velasio, Il Codice del Vaticano II: 
Collegialità e primato, Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, Bologna 1993; 
G�������� Gianfranco, Il diri�o nella Chiesa: mistero di comunione, PUG, 
Rome 1993, 400-431; G���� �omas J., “�e Teaching Function of the 
Church: A Comparison of Selected Canons in the Latin and Eastern 
Codes,” in �e Jurist 55 (1995), 93-140; H���� John M., “�e 1993 
Ecumenical Directory: �eological Values and Juridical Norms,” in �e 
Jurist 56 (1996), 391-426.

Sahayaraj Lourdusamy
PC 21:  Processes  – Part – II
(Cann. 1501–1670; 1707) (4 ECTS)
 �e Ordinary Contentious Trial: Introduction of the Case; the 
Joinder of Issue; the Trial of Issue; Proofs: declarations, documentary 
proof; witnesses and their testimony; Role of Experts; Judicial Access and 
Inspection; Incidental Ma�ers; Publication of the Acts and Conclusion of 
the Case and Pleadings; Pronouncement of the Judge; Challenging the 
Judgement; Execution of Judgement. Matrimonial Process: competent 
forum; those who can challenge the validity of marriage; office of judges, 
proofs, moral certainty, judgement; appeal; documentary process. Process 
in the case of the presumed death of the spouse. �is course focuses on 
analysis and commentary for each canon.
 Bibliography: AA. VV., Il processo matrimoniale canonico, Studi 
Giuridici 17, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1988; P���� Pio 
Vito, I processuali Codice di diri�o canonico, Libreria Editrice Vaticana & 
Urbaniana University Press, Rome 1993; D����� Hugh F., Catholic 
Tribunals: Marriage, Annulment and Dissolution, E.J. Dwyer, Newtown, 
Australia 1991; M������� Augustine, “�e Structural and Functional 
Aspects of an Appeal Tribunal in Marriage Nullity Cases,” in Studia 
Canonica 32 (1998), 441-500; R���� Francisco J., I tribunal ecclesiastici, 
Ponti�cia Università S. Tommaso D’Aquino, Rome 2000; B��� John P., 
“Mitis Iudex Canons 1671-1682, 1688-1691: A Commentary,” in �e Jurist 
75 (2015), 467-538; W����� Stanislaus, �e New Canon Law: A 
Commentary and Summary of the New Code of Canon Law, Alpha Editions, 
2020; A����� Conde Manuel J. – I��� Claudia, Pastorale Giudiziaria 
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e Prassi Processuale, San Paolo, Milano 2017; P����� Claudio, I Processi, 
Commento ai canoni 1400–1670 del codice di diri�o Canonico,  Urbaniana 
University Press, Rome 2017.

Sunil Kumar Dsouza / Valerian Sequeira
PC 22:  Procedure for the Dissolution of a Ratum et 
               Non-Consummatum Marriage
               (Cann. 1141–1142; 1697–1706) (1 ECTS)
 i) �eological and Juridical Principles: the notion of marriage 
according to Catholic doctrine and the CIC 1983; the concept of rati�ed 
and non consummated marriage; history of the dissolution of non 
consummated marriage; nature of ponti�cal dispensation – presuppositions 
and effects.
 ii) �e Process: the object, the norms, nature and the competent 
forum/authority to accept and initiate the procedure. �e Circular Le�er 
of 20 December 1986, of the Congregation for the Sacraments, De processu 
super matrimonio rato et non consummato.
 iii) �e Instruction of the Case at the Diocesan Level: �e 
instructing judge; defender of bond, notary; parties and their witnesses; 
juridic proof of non consummation; examination of parties and witnesses, 
conclusion of the process at the diocesan level: moral certainty, just cause 
and votum of the Bishop; transmission of the entire �le to the Dicastery for 
the Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. Procedure at the 
Dicastery: preliminary examination, manner of arriving at a decision; the 
ponti�cal rescript.
 Bibliography: F���� Elias, �e Dissolution of Marriage Bond in 
the Discipline of the Church and its Application, Urbaniana University Press, 
Ci�à del Vaticano 2017; K���� Wojciech – W������� William H., 
Special Marriage Cases and Procedures, St Paul’s University, O�awa 2008; 
O������ Giacomo, I casi difficili nel processo super rato, C����, Padova 
1984; B���� Raymond L., “Il procedimento di dispensa dal matrimonio rato 
e non consumato la grazia ponti�cia e la sua natura,” in I procedimenti speciali 
nel diri�o canonico, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1992, 135-
144; B�������� Oscar, “Il procedimento di dispensa dal matrimonio rato e 
non consumato: La fase davanti al Vescovo diocesano,” in I procedimenti 
speciali nel diri�o canonico, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 
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1992, 107-124; P������ Paul, “Rati�ed and Non-Consummated 
Marriage Cases:  Some Aspects of the Diocesan Process,” in Eastern Legal 
�ought 3 (2004), 69-92; T���������� Lourdusamy, Dissolution of 
Marriage Bond Part I Rati�ed and NonConsummated Marriages: Norms and 
Procedures, St Peter’s Ponti�cal Institute, Bangalore  2021.

Lourdusamy �arigopala
PC 23:  Cases Concerning the Declaration of Nullity of Marriage 
(Cann. 1671-1691, DC and MIDI) (2 ECTS)
 �is course provides an in-depth examination of the canonical 
provision governing the declaration of matrimonial nullity. �rough an 
intensive study of cann. 1671-1691, students will learn the procedural 
steps of trials for the declaration of nullity of marriage, from the initial 
petition to the �nal de�nitive sentence, also processus brevior. Ultimately, 
the course equips future practitioners, canonists, and legal professionals 
with the practical skills required to navigate tribunal processes with 
expertise and pastoral sensitivity. �e course will also highlight the 
amendments introduced by the Apostolic Le�er Mitis Iudes Dominus Iesus 
and Instruction Dignitas Connubii.
 Bibliography: A����� Conde Manuel J. – I��� Claudia, 
Pastorale giudiziaria e prassi processuale nelle cause di nullità del matrimonio. 
Dopo la riforma operata con il Motu proprio Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus, San 
Paulo, Milano 2017; D�� P���� Massimo, Il processo matrimoniale più 
breve davanti al vescovo, Edusc, Roma 2016; D���� Patricia M. – 
N������ Luis, Matrimonial Law and Canonical Procedure. A Continuing 
Education Course, Wilson & La�eur Limitée, Canada 2013; E������� 
Gregorz, La nullità della sentenza giudiziale ‘ob ius defensionis denegatum’ 
nella giurisprudenza Rotale, Studi Giuridici 25, Libreria Editrice Vaticano, 
Ci�à del Vaticano 1991; G���� Carlo, Prassi processuale nelle cause 
canoniche di nullità del matrimonio, Libreria Editrice Vaticano, Ci�à del 
Vaticano 2001; M������ Kurt, Justice and Mercy Have Met. Pope Francis 
and the Reform of the Marriage Nullity Process, Catholic University of 
America Press, Washington 2017; A����� Conde Manuel J., “La nullità 
insanabile della sentenza per un vizio a�inente al procedimento,” in D� P����� 
Velasio et alii, ‘La querela nullitatis’ nel processo canonico, Studi Giuridici 69, 
Ci�à del Vaticano 2005, 145-166; B���� Eduardo, “Il processo di 
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nullità del matrimonio: tra diri�o, pastorale e misericordia,” in Ius Missionale 
12 (2018), 147-168; B��� John P, “Mitis Iudex Canons 1671-1682, 1688-
1691: A Commentary,” in �e Jurist  75 (2015), 467-538.

Bishop Arokiaraj Satis Kumar
PC 24:  Jurisprudence on Various Grounds

A. Jurisprudence on Incapacity to Consent 
(Can. 1095) (2 ECTS)
 Canon 1095, 1°-2°: the developments during the revision of the 
Code; the doctrinal development of the concepts: “lack of reason” and 
“lack of due discretion of judgement.” �e dynamics of human consent and 
human act; the factors affecting the psychic functions; problems of 
psychiatric orders; types and stages of psychosis; jurisprudence and the 
study of various Rotal decisions. Can. 1095, 3°: “inability to assume” – 
meaning of inability; development of the dra�s during the revision 
process; essential rights and obligations of marriage; study of some psychic 
disorders; papal allocutions relating to the canon; development of 
jurisprudence; analysis of several Rotal Decisions from Roman Rota.
 �e course primarily takes into account Rotal jurisprudence and 
the study and analysis of recent sentences under this caput of nullity. In the 
context of experience in Indian tribunals, marriage nullity cases frequently 
fall under this ground, which requires a thorough knowledge of both 
substantive and procedural jurisprudence. 
 During the courses on jurisprudence, in addition to studying 
Rotal sentences, the students are given practical assignments involving 
actual case studies, and they are required to write a defence brief and a 
judicial sentence for each ground prescribed in can. 1095.
 Bibliography: V������� Pedro Juan, Il Consenso matrimoniale, 
E����, Roma 2019; F��������� Héctor – O���� Miguel Aangel, Ius et 
matrimonium IV, E����, Roma; S���� R.M., (ed.), Incapacity for 
marriage: Jurisprudence and Interpretation, Ponti�cia Università 
Gregoriana, Rome 1987; S���������� Antoni, “Il contributo della 
giurisprudenza rotale al defectus usus rationis et discretionis iudicii: Gli ultimi 
sviluppi e le prospe�ive,” in Monitor Ecclesiasticus 125 (2000), 332-364; 
Various Rotal decisions for study and analysis. W������� William H. 
(ed.), Papal Allocutions to the Roman Rota 1939–2002, �eological 
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Publications in India, Bangalore 1995; V����������� Victoria, Rotal 
Jurisprudence, Selected �emes, Canon Law Society of America, 
Washington, D.C. 2011; M����� Paolo, Il matrimonio della Chiesa, Il 
Mulino, Bologna 2014; T����� Angela P., L’incapacità a contrarre 
matrimonio: Il can. 1095 nn. 1-2, Edizioni dal Sud, Bari 2012; Various Rotal 
Decisions �om Decisiones Seu Sententiae of the Roman Rota.

Merlin Rengith Ambrose
B. Jurisprudence on Error and Deceit 
(Cann. 1097-1099) (1 ECTS)
 �e course deals with cann. 1097 and 1098. Error: notion, nature 
of error; types and a�ributes of error; development of the concepts; error 
of person: meaning of person in the canon; error of quality: the phrase 
“directly and principally intended”: importance of quality, speci�c nature 
of quality, elements of proofs in reference to quality; error regarding unity, 
indissolubility, sacramentality and essential elements. Papal allocution to 
the Roman Rota; jurisprudence and study of Rotal decisions. Deceit 
(dolus): meaning in penal law, contractual law and marriage law; the factors 
of dolus in reference to invalidating effect; the debate concerning whether 
dolus is of natural law or merely ecclesiastical law; effect of dolus on the 
perpetrator and the victim in their consent for marriage; elements of 
proofs; study of Rotal jurisprudence and assignment on dra�ing an in iure 
section on dolus.
 Bibliography: B�������� Kenneth, “Deceit and Induced 
Error about a Personal Quality,” in Studies in Church Law 1 (2005), 245-
268; C������� Donald M., “Canon 1099: �e Emergence of a New 
Juridic Figure?,” in Quaderni Studio Rotale 5 (1990), 35-72; J������ John 
G., “Fraud and Deceit in the Roman Rota,” in �e Jurist 56 (1996), 557-
585; M������� Augustine, “Recent Developments in Rotal 
Jurisprudence on Error of Fact,” in Philippiniana Sacra 36 (2001), 413-470; 
I���, “Error of Fact: Doctrine and Jurisprudence on Canon 1097,” in 
Studia Canonica 34 (2000), 23-74; V��� Kevin W., “Dolus: Canon 1098 of 
the Revised Code of Canon Law,” in �e Jurist 47 (1987), 371-393; 
B������ Paolo, Quando il matrimonio è nullo?, Ancora, Milano 2007, 36-
67; E������� Grzegorz, “L’errore sulla persona e sulle qualità personali 
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(can. 1097) in La giurisprudenza della Rota Romana sul Consenso 
matrimoniale (1908-2008),” Studi Giuridici 83, LV, Ci�à del Vaticano 2009, 
61-84; Various Rotal decisions for study and analysis.

Anthonappa Shanthappa
C. Jurisprudence on Simulation 
(Can. 1101) (1 ECTS)
 Notion of Simulation; analysis of can. 1101; kinds of simulation: 
total and partial; the distinction between total and partial simulation; 
exclusion of marriage itself; exclusion of essential elements and essential 
properties. Exclusion of sacramentality: partial or total simulation? 
Canonical principles on simulation; the jurisprudence; evidence and 
moral certainty; guidelines for tribunal practice; de�nitive sentence.
 Bibliography: AA.VV., La simulazione del consenso matrimoniale, 
Studi Giuridici 22, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 1990; 
B���� Ralph, “From Total Simulation to Error Determining the Will,” in 
Studia Canonica 35 (2001), 151-174; R��������� Lynda, “Simulation, 
Error Determining the Will, or Lack of Due Discretion? A Case Study,” in 
Studia Canonica 29 (1995), 397-432; W������� William H. (ed.), 
Simulation of Marriage Consent, �eological Publications in India, 
Bangalore 2000; Various Rotal decisions for study and analysis.

Valerian Sequeira
D. Jurisprudence on Force and Fear 
(Can. 1103) (1 ECTS)
 General Norms about Juridic Acts (Cann. 124-125), Requisites 
for a Juridic Act; Kinds of Force and Fear; Matrimonial Consent; Study of 
can. 1103; essential elements of invalidating fear; Reverential Fear; Proofs 
of Fear; Rotal Jurisprudence; Moral Certainty; Force and Fear in 
relationship or in contrast with other grounds of nullity; Cultural, 
Economic and Social Factors affecting Force and Fear in the Indian 
Context; Animadversiones and the De�nitive Sentence on the ground of 
Force and Fear.
 Bibliography: B������� Erwin A., Lack of Internal Freedom 
and its Relations with Simulation and Force and Fear, Ponti�cia Universitas 
Sanctae Crucis, Romae 2002; C������ Josiah G., Force and Fear as 
Invalidating Marriage: �e Elements of Injustice, �e Catholic University of 
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America, Washington, D.C. 1950; M������� Augustine, “Recent Rotal 
Jurisprudence from a Socio-Cultural Perspective,” in Studia Canonica 29 
(1995), 317- 355; M������� Francis G., “Sources of the Canon 1103 Force 
and Fear,” in J�������� Gerald (ed.), Marriage Studies: Sources in 
Matrimonial Law, Vol. V, Canon Law Society of America, Washington, D.C. 
2004, 199-208; O�� W.O., �e Concept of Freedom in Marriage – Canonical 
Perspective of Freedom �om Force and Fear, Ponti�cia Universitas Gregoriana, 
Roma 2005; P��������� Piero, “La vis et metus (c. 1103) nel Codex Iuris 
Canonici,” in Ius Canonicum 37 (1997), 529-558; S������� Daniel A., 
“Reverential Fear,” in CLSA Proceedings 58 (1996), 283-291.

Lourdusamy �arigopala

3.3.2 AUXILIARY COURSES

AC 10:  �e Missionary Activity of the Church 
(Cann. 781-792) (1 ECTS)
 �e missionary nature of the Church, concept of mission, 
missionary, evangelisation, apostolate, ministry, means of evangelisation, 
formation of missionaries, concept of mission territory and characteristics 
of missionary law. �e major periods in the history of the mission: the 
Dicastery for the Evangelisation, constitution of missions, ecclesiastical 
circumscriptions equivalent to a diocese and their prelates; mission sui 
iuris and ecclesiastical superiors; deputation of mission prelates; the 
powers of the mission prelates; on quasi-episcopal curia; rights and 
obligations of prelates; Episcopal Conferences and missions; missionary 
cooperation in the Church.
 Bibliography: C���� Cosme J., A Missiological Con�ict between 
Padroado and Propaganda in the East, Goa 1997; L�� Ting Pong I., Ius 
missionarium, Roma 1976; I���, “L’azione missionaria della Chiesa nel 
nuovo Codice di diri�o canonico,” in La nuova legislazione canonica, PUU, 
Roma 1983, 393-399; I���, “Il diri�o missionario nel nuovo Codice di diri�o 
canonico,” in Ibid., 405-421; M����� Ba�ista, Dizionario storico e teologico 
delle missioni, PUU, Roma 2001; D� P����� Velasio – S������� Dimitrios 
– S�������� Luigi, “Il diri�o della Chiesa al servizio dell’a�ività 
missionaria,” in Euntes Docete 54 (2001), 3-229.

Bishop A. Rayappan
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AC 11:  CCEO: Sacraments and Marriage Procedural Law (2 ECTS)
 History of the Development of the CCEO: oriental character, 
pastoral character and ecumenical character of CCEO; necessity for a 
comparative study of CCEO and CIC; interecclesial ma�ers relating to 
sacraments, clerics and institutes of consecrated life. �e penal process and 
the speci�c differences in the CCEO. Marriage Law in CCEO and 
Matrimonial Process: consent, impediments, form of marriage; mixed 
marriages, minister of the sacrament; place of celebrations; procedure for 
the declaration of nullity and the grades of tribunal within the Patriarchal 
and the Archepiscopal sui iuris Churches. Particular laws of the Syro-
Malabar Church in India.
 Bibliography: A����� Jobe, Two Codes in Comparison, 
Ponti�cio Istituto Orientale, Roma 1997; F���� John D., Eastern Catholic 
Churches, St Maron Publications, New York1992; N������� George, 
�e Spirit of the Eastern Code, Centre for Indian and InterReligious Studies, 
Rome 1993; P����� Joseph, Il matrimonio in oriente e occidente, Edizioni 
Orientalia Christiana, Rome 1992; P�������� Victor, Eastern Catholic 
Marriage Law, Saint Maron Publications, New York 1991; S������� 
Dimitrios, Il sacramento del matrimonio nel nuovo diri�o canonico delle 
Chiese orientali, Edizioni Dehoniane Bologna, Bologna 1994; M����� 
Francis J., Comparative Sacramental Discipline in the CCEO and CIC, Canon 
Law Society of America, Washington, D.C. 2003.

Cherian �unduparampil / Benny �arakunnel
AC 12:  Civil Law II: Marriage & Family Law (2 ECTS)
 Marriage Laws in India: Indian Christian Marriage Act 1872 – 
personal laws of Christians; ministers of marriage, time and registration of 
marriage; impediments common to both the Church and the State; legal 
status of husband and wife. Indian Divorce Act 1869 as amended in 2001: 
jurisdiction, dissolution of marriage; contents of petition, nullity of 
marriage; judicial separation; protection orders; restitution of conjugal 
rights; custody of children. �e Special Marriage Act 1954: the restitution 
of conjugal rights and judicial separation; nullity of marriage and divorce; 
grounds; jurisdiction and procedure. �e Family Court Act 1984: 
establishment of Family Courts; appointment of judges; association of 
social welfare agencies; jurisdiction; duties of the Family Court in the 
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reconciliation procedure. Towards a new civil law on marriage, divorce, 
guardianship and succession for Christians in India.
 Bibliography: B����� Parvinrai Mulwantrai, �e Constitution of 
India, Delhi, Universal Law Publishing Co., 2001⁴; C����������� 
Sebastin, �e Christian Law, Continental Publishing Co. Ltd., Cochin 
1988; I���, Christian Law of Succession in India, Southern Law Publishers, 
Cochin 1997; D�������� E.D., Christian Law in India, DSI Publications, 
Madras 1974. 

Francis Assisi
AC 13:  Procedure for Beati�cation and Canonisation (1 ECTS)
 i) Introduction: �e cult of saints in history; concepts: servant 
of God, venerable, blessed, and saint; competence of the Dicastery for 
Causes of Saints.
 ii) Diocesan Phase: Preliminaries concerning the petitioner of a 
cause, appointment of diocesan postulator, the supplex libellus and relevant 
reports; establishing the cause – consultation with the local Bishops, the 
faithful; examination of the writings of the Servant of God and 
consultation with the Holy See; formal diocesan inquir y on 
virtues/martyrdom – Bishop/delegate, promoter of justice, notary, 
examination of witnesses; diocesan inquiry on miracle.
 iii) Roman Phase: Examination of evidence on virtues / 
martyrdom: approval of Roman Postulator by the Dicastery for Causes of 
Saints; examination and study of the documents presented by the diocesan 
Bishop by theologians and other competent persons; �nal approval: 
cardinals and Bishops study the documentation, presentation of the report 
to the Holy Father; approval of miracle; beati�cation and canonisation.
 Bibliography: C����������� ��� ��� C����� �� S�����, 
Sanctorum Mater – Instruction for Conducting Diocesan or Eparchial 
Enquiries in the Causes of Saints, in AAS 99 (2007), 465-510; F������, 
Apostolic Le�er Motu Proprio Maiorem hac dilectionem, in AAS 109 
(2017), 831-834; H������� Waldery – S�������� Emanuele, Manuele 
delle cause dei santi: La fase diocesana, Roma 2025; V����� Fabijan, 
Commento alla nuova legislazione per le cause dei santi, Congregazione per le 
Cause dei Santi, Rome 1983; W������� William H., Canonisation: 
�eology, History, Process, �eological Publication in India, Bangalore 
2003; A������ Merlin Rengith, “Canonisation: A Glimpse through the 
Centuries and Canonical Legislations,” in Indian �eological Studies
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57 (2020), 713-746; I���, “A New Pathway to Canonisation (Can. 1403): 
‘Offering of Life’,” in Indian �eological Studies 59 (2022), 59-78; 
N������� George, “Venerable, Blessed, and Saint: Terminology,” in 
Tanima 7 (1999), 3-17; A���� Angelo, Santi e Beati. Come procede la 
Chiesa?, Ci�à del Vaticano 2012.

Mercy John

3.3.3 ELECTIVE COURSES

EC 03:  Tribunal Practice (2 ECTS)
 During this course, students frequently visit the Metropolitan 
Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Bangalore to observe the practical handling 
of marriage nullity cases. �is �rsthand exposure allows them to bridge 
theory and practice, translating classroom lectures on canonical 
procedures directly into real-world applications. By interacting with 
tribunal officials and helping them, they master the nuances of both the 
declaration of nullity and the ordinary contentious process in daily 
practice. Various phases of the nullity procedures will be dealt with.
 i) a) introductory phase: notion and elements of a libellus, 
admission and rejection of libellus, necessity of citation-summons, absent 
respondent; respondent whose whereabouts are not known, litis 
contestatio and �xture of grounds; b) instructory phase and publication of 
acts; c) discussionary phase; d) decisional phase: de�nitive sentence, form 
and elements; e) post-decisional phase: means of challenging the 
sentence; procedure according to can. 1680; f) executionary phase: 
execution of the sentence: conditions; and g) new examination of the case.
 ii) Practical assignments: writing a libellus; dra�ing some 
procedural decrees; observations of the defender of bond; dra�ing a 
de�nitive sentence with all the elements and the form; an advocate’s brief.
 Bibliography: P���������� C�������� D� L���� 
T�������, Instruction to be Observed by Diocesan and Interdiocesan 
Tribunals in Handling Causes of the Nullity of Marriage, Dignitas Connubii 
(25 January 2005), Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del Vaticano 2005; 
L������� G. Price et alii., �e Tribunal Handbook: Procedures for Formal 
Matrimonial Cases, Canon Law Society of America, Washington, D.C. 
2008; L������ Klaus – J������ Ronny E., Dignitas Connubii: Norms and 
Commentary, Canon Law Society of America, Alexandria 2006; 
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A������ Juan Ignacio (ed.), L’istruzione Dignitas Connubii nella dinamica 
delle cause matrimoniali, Marcianum Press, Venezia 2006; D���� Patricia 
M. – N������ Luis (eds), Studies on the Instruction Dignitas Connubii. 
Proceedings of the Study Day Held at the Ponti�cal University of the Holy Cross, 
Rome, January 19, 2006, Wilson & La�eur Limitée, Canada 2006; 
A������ Merlin Rengith, Right of Defence in Marriage Nullity Trials: A 
Study Based on CIC 1983, DC and MIDI, LIT Verlag, Germany 2022; D� 
P����� Velasio, “I fondamenti del processo matrimoniale secondo il codice di 
diri�o canonico e l’istruzione Dignitas connubii,” in B����� Piero Antonio – 
G���� Carlo (eds), Il giudizio di  nullità matrimoniale dopo l’istruzione 
‘Dignitas connubii’, Studi Giurdici 75, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Ci�à del 
Vaticano 2007, 47-78; M������� Augustine, “What is New? A  Brief 
Analysis of Selected �emes Found in Dignitas connubii,” in Studies in 
Church Law 2 (2006), 173-274; R��������� Lynda, “Evaluating Proofs: Is 
it Becoming A Lost Art?,” in �e Jurist 57 (1997), 541-559; I���, 
“�rough the Lens of Dignitas Connubii: �e Judge’s Active Role in 
Marriage Nullity Cases,” in Studia Canonica 40 (2006), 137-182; L������ 
Joaquin, “Cenni sul diri�o di difesa alla luce dell’Istr. ‘Dignitas Connubii’,” in Il 
diri�o di difesa nel processo matrimoniale canonico, Studi Giuridici 72, 
Librer ia  Editr ice Vaticana,  Ci�à del  Vaticano 2006,  47-82; 
G����������� Zenon, “I tribunali delle Chiese particolari con speciale 
riferimento ai territori di missione,” in Commentarium pro Religiosis 77 
(1996), 295-315; I���, “Moral Certainty as the Interpretative Key for 
Procedural Norms,” in Forum 8 (1997), 45-80; 

Antony Peter

EC 04:  Particular Legislation: Guided Workshop (1 ECTS)
 �e students are introduced to various aspects of particular 
legislation. During this course, a detailed study of the Complementary 
Legislations of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI), as 
well as that of other Bishops’ Conferences, will be conducted through 
comparison. �e course will have a group discussion on the particular 
norms of the dioceses of individual students. �e course will also provide 
them with basic knowledge of dra�ing statutes and norms at the diocesan 
or religious institute level.
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 Bibliography: C��������� �� C������� B������ �� I����, 
Complementary Norms to the Code of Canon Law, Conference of Catholic 
Bishops of India, Bangalore 2024; A������ Merlin Rengith, “Book 
Review on Complementary Norms to the Code of Canon Law of the 
Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI),” in Iustitia 61 (2025), 
117-120.

Anthony Joseph
4. Basic Bibliography Common to Principal Courses
 B��� John P. – C������ James A. – G���� �omas J, New 
Commentary on the Code of Canon Law, Paulist Press, Mahwah 2000; 
A������ Juan Ignacio, Code of Canon Law Annotated, 4�� ed., Wilson & 
La�eur Limitée, Montreal 2022; C�������� Luigi., Il codice di diri�o 
canonico: Commento giuridico pastorale, 3 Vols., Edizioni Dehoniane, 
Napoli 1996; C������ James – G���� �omas J. – H��������� Donald 
E., �e Code of Canon Law: A Text and Commentary, �eological Publications 
in India, Bangalore 1996; N������� George (ed.), A Guide to the Eastern 
Code, Ponti�cio Istituto Orientale, Rome 2002; P���� Pio Vito (dir.), 
Commento al codice di diri�o canonico, Urbaniana University Press, Rome 
2001; S����� Gerard et alii (eds), �e Canon Law: Le�er & Spirit, Geoffrey 
Chapman, London 1995; M����� Ángel – M���� Jorge – R���������
����� Rafael (eds), Exegetical Commentary on the Code of Canon Law, 5 
Vols., Wilson & La�eur, Montréal 2004.
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.

4. SYLLABUS 2026–2027

I Year
I SEMESTER ( JULY 2026 – OCTOBER 2026)

                      Subject       Professor  ECTS
.

 1. Introduction to Canon Law Merlin Rengith Ambrose 1
.

 2. General Norms I (Cann. 1–144) Anthony Joseph 4
.

 3.  Roman Law  Mercy John  2
.

 4.  �eology of Law  Valerian Sequeira  1
.

 5.  Philosophy of Law  Anthonappa Shanthappa  2
.

 6.  Canon Law & Eccl. of Vat II  Sahayaraj Lourdusamy  1
.

 7.  History of Canon Law  Anthonappa Shanthappa  3
.

 8.  Canonical Methodology  Lourdusamy �arigopala  2
.

 9.  Latin – Part I (Intensive)  Adrian Mascarenhas  3
.

 10.  Latin – Part II (Legal Vocab.) Valerian Sequeira  3
.

 11.  Italian – Part I Sunil Kumar Dsouza  3

II SEMESTER (OCTOBER 2026 – MARCH 2027)

 1.  General Norms II (Cann. 145–203) Bp A. Rayappan / 
   Anthony Joseph 3
.

 2.  Christi�deles  Merlin Rengith Ambrose  2
.

 3.  Associations of Christ’s Faithful  Mercy John  1
.

 4.  Sacred Ministers 
   (Cann. 232–297; 1708–1712)  Sahayaraj Lourdusamy  2
.

 5.  Seminar  Lourdusamy �arigopala  2
.

 6.  Guided Reading in Canon Law  Anthonappa Shanthappa  2
.

 7.  Ecclesiastical Latin – Part II  Valerian Sequeira  2
.

 8.  Civil Law I: Constitution of 
   India & Religious Freedom  Sahayaraj Lourdusamy  2
.

 9.  Italian – Part II  Mercy John  2
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II & III Years
I SEMESTER ( JULY 2026 – OCTOBER 2026)

.

                      Subject       Professor  ECTS
.

 1. �e Missionary Activity of the  Bishop A. Rayappan  1
  Church   
.

 2.  Penal Sanctions in the Church  Merlin Rengith Ambrose  3
   (Cann. 1311-1399;1717-1731)
.

 3.  Teaching Office of the Church  Sahayaraj 3
.

 4.  Temporal Goods of the Church  Anthony Joseph  2
.

 5.  Processes – Part II  Sunil / Valerian 4
.

 6.  Process:  Lourdusamy �arigopala  1
  Ratum et Non- Consummatum
.

 7.  CCEO – Part II  Professors - IOCL - DVK  2
  Sacraments and Procedures
.

 8.  Tribunal Practice Antony Peter  2
.

 9.  Ecclesiastical Latin – Part IV  Valerian Sequeira  2
  (Only for 2ⁿ� Years)

II SEMESTER (OCTOBER 2026 – MARCH 2027)
.

 1.  Cases Concerning the  Bp Arokiaraj Satis Kumar  2
   Declaration of Nullity of Marriage 
   (Cann. 1671-1691; DC; MIDI)
.

 2.  Sanctifying Office – Part II  Sahayaraj / Anthonappa 3
   (Cann. 1008-1054 & Cann. 1166-1253)  
.

 3.  Jurisprudence on Incapacity to Consent Merlin Rengith Ambrose  3
.

 4.  Jurisprudence on Force and Fear  Lourdusamy �arigopala  1
.

 5.  Jurisprudence on Simulation  Valerian Sequeira  1
.

 6.  Jurisprudence on Error and Deceit Anthonappa Shanthappa  1
.

 7.  Process for Beati�cation & Canonisation Mercy John  1
.

 8.  Particular Legislation & 
  Guided Workshop Anthony Joseph 1
.

 9.  �esis Writing – Preparation for the
  Comprehensive Exam   3
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Dr Sr Mercy John

Rev. Dr Sahayaraj L.

Department of Foreign Languages

/ 

Rev. Dr Joseph Souza

Rev. Dr Sr Mercy John
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Extension Course 2026-2027

Rebuilding the Church through Holy Families: St. Francis of 

Assisi’s Vision for Faith, Communion, and Moral Renewal.

 In the midst of many social and moral challenges affecting family life, 

this course seeks to strengthen Christian families through insights 

from Scripture, theology, spirituality, and moral teaching of the 

Magisterium. Inspired by Franciscan values of simplicity, peace, and 

fraternity, aims to help families rediscover their mission in the life of the 

Church and society. The choice of this theme also resonates with the 

pastoral focus of the Archdiocese of Bangalore, which has dedicated this 

year to families and couples.

 The theme is inspired by the well-known call received by Francis of 

Assisi before the crucifix at San Damiano Church: “Go and rebuild my 

Church.” While this call first referred to restoring a small chapel, it came 

to represent the deeper renewal of the Church through faith, humility, 

and evangelical witness. Today, this renewal begins especially within 

the family, the “domestic Church,” where faith is lived and transmitted.

 This course will benefit lay faithful, married couples, parents, young 

adults, catechists, and all who wish to deepen their understanding of 

Christian family life. St. Peter’s Pontifical Institute warmly welcomes all 

interested participants to join this extension course and journey together 

toward an enlightened faith, stronger families, and a renewed Church.

Extension Course Details

  Duration  :  04 July 2026 – 20 February 2027

  Schedule  :  Saturdays, 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM

  Last Date for Registration : 03 July 2026

  Course Fee :  Rs. 750 + Registration Fee Rs. 250 = Rs. 1000

  Diploma  :  Awarded upon successful completion with

       regular attendance.

  Coordinator :  Rev. Dr Sagaya Arockiaraj

Registration Contact:
The Registrar

St. Peter’s Pontifical Institute
Malleshwaram West, Bangalore – 560055

Tel: 080-23315172 | Email: stpetersinstitute@gmail.com
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Topic Professor 

  Inauguration of  Fr President,  04 Jul
  Extension Course Fr Registrar  2026

 1. Marriage and Family in the 
  Covenant Tradition: 
  An Old Testament 
  Foundation for 
  Christian Families in the  Rev. Dr  04 Jul 
  Spirit of Franciscan Renewal Madalaimuthu A. 2026
.

 2. Pastoral Accompaniment 
  of Families inCrisis: Rebuilding 
  Lives through Mercy Rev. Fr Benjamin 11 Jul 
  and Compassion Christopher  2026
..

 3. Marriage as a Path of Grace: 
  Sancti�cation of Family Life in 
  the Light of Franciscan Rev. Dr  18 Jul 
  Simplicity and Love Jude Nirmal Doss 2026
.

 4. Christian Ethics of Marriage 
  and Family Relationships: 
  Rebuilding Society through  Rev. Dr 
  Faithful Families Richard Bri�o .

.

 5. Family in the Digital  Rev. Dr Stany  01 Aug
  Environment C. Fernandes  2026
.

 6. Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
  in Family Life: A Spiritual Path  Rev. Dr  08 Aug 
  Inspired by St. Francis of Assisi Nirmal Kumar M. 2026
.

 7. Rights and Responsibilities of 
  Spouses in Canon Law: 
  Protecting the Dignity of  Rev. Dr  22 Aug
  Christian Marriage Valerian Sequeira 2026

No. Date

Extension Course
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Topic Professor 

 8. �e Sacrament of Marriage: 
  Liturgical Celebration and  
  Ecclesial Mission of the Family Rev. Dr  12 Sep
  Spirit of Franciscan Renewal Joseph Marie 2026
.

 9. Biblical Wisdom for Family Life: 
  Insights from Proverbs and  Rev. Dr  19 Sep
  Sirach for  Building  Joseph Titus  2026
..

 10. Building Parish Communities 
  that Support  and Strengthen  Rev. Dr  24 Oct
  Christian Families Arokiasamy S. 2026
.

 11. Eucharist and Family 
  Communion: Nourishing 
  Christian Families for Rev. Dr  31 Oct
  Ecclesial Renewal Lawrence A.  2026
.

 12. Household Churches in the  
  New Testament: Foundations  
  for Rebuilding the Church  Rev. Dr  07 Nov
  through Christian Families Alfred Joseph A. 2026
.

 13. Christian Families as Witnesses 
  of the Gospel in a Secular    
  World: A Franciscan  Rev. Dr  14 Nov
  Approach to Evangelization Varaprasad Rao  2026
.

 14. Compassion at the end of life: 
  Historical Perspectives from 
  Christian and Franciscan Rev. Fr  21 Nov
  Tradition Stanley D’Souza 2026
.

 15. Marriage Preparation and 
  Pastoral Care: Canonical 
  Families Foundations for Rev. Dr  28 Nov
  Strong Christian Families Lourdusamy T.  2026
  

No. Date
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Topic Professor 

 16. �e Holy Family of Nazareth: A 
  Model  of Faith, Simplicity, and  
  Obedience in the Light of  Rev. Dr  05 Dec
  Franciscan Spirituality Stanislas S. 2026
.

 17. Pastoral Care for Young 
  Couples: Forming Faithful  Rev. Dr  12 Dec
  Families for the Future Church  Joseph Xavier Souza  2026
..

 18. �e Family as Domestic 
  Church: Rebuilding   
  Church through Families in  Rev. Sr  09 Jan
  the Spirit of St. Francis of Assisi Mercy John 2027
.

 19. Marriage, Sexuality, and 
  Responsible Love:  
  Moral �eology for Christian  Rev. Dr  16 Jan
  Couples Today. Udagandla Innaiah  2027
.

 20. Franciscan Spirituality for  
  Families: Simplicity, Joy,  Rev. Dr Bruno   23 Jan
  and Peace in Daily Life John Baptist 2026
.

 21. Marriage Nullity and Pastoral 
  Sensitivity: Canon Law in   30 Jan 
  Service of Family Healing Rev. Dr Anthony J. 2027
.

 22. Family Prayer and Domestic 
  Spirituality: Canon Law  Rev. Dr  Vincent  06 Feb
  in Service of Family Healing Montheiro 2027
.

 23. Family �erapy and Franciscan 
  Spirituality: Pathways to 
  Healing, forgiveness, and  Rev. Dr J.  13 Feb
  Marital Resilience  Sagaya Arockiaraj  2027
.

 24 Trip to St. Francis Friary,  Rev. Dr J. Sagaya
  Bengaluru  Arockiaraj  & Rev. Dr  20 Feb
   Stanley D’Souza 2027
  Convocation Ceremony  27 Feb
    2027

No. Date

Extension Course
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